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Jusy, rankose atnaujintas ,BirStono ir DidZiujy Nemuno kilpy gidas“. Knygelés
atvartuose pateikiami BirStono kurorto ir Nemuno kilpy regioninio parko Zemélapiai®
su pazymétais lankytinais objektais. Kad lengviau baty rasti vieng ar kita dominantj
objekta, juos pazyméjome skaidiais. Tekste apradyto ir skaiCiumi pazyméto objekto
enumeris sutampa su zemélapyje pazyméto objekto skaiCiumi bei publikuojamomis
nuotraukomis. ®

Gery Jums kelionés jspdziy BirStono ir DidZiyjy Nemuno kilpy kraste!

irengtiems Naujosios Vilnios ir Kuckuriskiy  and Kuckuriskés paper factories. Later on there

vilny karsykla.

L—@ 15. Prieny vandens maliinas stovi Prieny
dvarvietés teritorijoje. Jis pastatytas  XIX
a. pradzioje ir veiké iki 7-ojo desimtmegio.

popieriaus fabrikams. Véliau ¢ia buvo malinas, ~ was a mill and wool carder.

—@ 15. Prienai Watermill stands in the territory
of Prienai estate. It was built at the beginning
of the 19th century and operated until the
1860's.Later, it was reconstructed and the hotel

Veéliau __buvo  rekonstruotas - jkurtas | “Revuona” was established at the location. On

How to use the Guide

You are holding the renewed ‘BirStonas and the Great Nemunas
Loops Guide”. In the additional pages of the book you can find maps @
of the BirStonas resort and the Nemunas Loops Regional Park with
marked objects for sightseeing. In order to ease the finding of objects,

ithey were numbered. The number of the object described in the
text matches the number of the object on the map and published pictures.@———

Have a nice trip to Birstonas and the Great Nemunas Loops.
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Nemuno kilpy regioninis parkas

Nemuno kilpy regioninis parkas - vienas di-
dZiausiy Salies regioniniy, parky, uzimantis per
25 tokstanciy ha teritorijg, buvo {kurtas 1992 m.
Vos per keturias deSimtis kilometry nuo didZiyjy,
Vidurio Lietuvos miesty nutoles regioninis par-
kas siekia iSsaugoti unikaly krastovaizdj, kurio
autoriumi tapo ilgiausia Salies upé — Nemunas.

65 km atkarpoje Nemunas teka visy pasaulio
Saliy kryptimis. Vidutinis slénio gylis - 40 m. Vaiz-
dingi slénio $laitai pasidabing atodangomis (Bal-
bierigkio, Skévoniu, Siponiy, Kernuviy ir kt.). Po-
etas Justinas Marcinkevicius apie § krastg rasé:
,Palaimintos vietos, reto vaizdingumo apylinkés.
Atrodo, kad net ir senas Nemunas, smarkiai plu-
$éjes jas kuriant, liko pats jy groZio pakerétas - ir
émé puldinéti i$ vieno krasto | kita... Tai ir apsi-
sukusi seniui galva, ir pats émes nebesuprasti |
kurig puse teka, kur link savo vandenis plukdo.
Acil jam uz §j apsvaigimg, sukdrusj unikaliausig
gamtos paminklg - 60 kilometry ilgio DidZigsias
Nemuno kilpas. Né viena Europos upé néra §i-
taip pasidarbavusi.

DidZiosios Nemuno kilpos.senujy laiky upei-
viui buvo sunkiai suvokiamos: Kartografai jy
nepavaizdavo- net palyginti- tiksliame 1613 m.
Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés zemélapyje
,Magni Ducatus-Lithuaniae“. Tik 1852 m. Vil-
niaus universiteto profesorius Abichtas teisingai
pazyméjo DidZigsias Nemuno kilpas.

The Nemunas Loops Regional Park

The Nemunas Loops Regional Park,
established in 1992, is one ofthe largest regional
parks in.the country-and covers. an area-of 25
thousand ha. Situated only.40 km away from the
largest cities of Middle Lithuania, the Park seeks
fo preserve unique landscape, created by the
largest river of the country — the Nemunas.

In a segment of 65 km, the Nemunas flows in
all four cardinal directions. The average depth of
the valley is 40 m. The picturesque slopes of the
valley boast of outcrops (Balbieriskis, Skévonys,
Siponys, Kernuvés, efc.). The poet Justinas
Marcinkevicius wrote of this place: “A blessed
place, magnificent scenery. Apparently, even the
Old Nemunas having worked so hard to create
the environs was eventually enamoured by its
beauty and started running to and fro... So the
Old Nemunas got dizzy and did not know where
to flow, where to disgorge. This dizziness has
created a unique natural monument — the 60km
long Great Loops of the Nemunas. None of the
other European rivers has done anything like

A that’.
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laika ~upés kilpinéjimo

priezast] gaubé nezinia. Keliautojai stengési
vengti Siy klaidziy viety. Geologai aiskina, kad
didesniujy Lietuvos upiy vagos yra susijusios
su Zzemés plutos kristalinio pamato-10ziy, lini-
jomis. Didziyjuy~Nemuno kilpy susiformavima
Iémé blokai, atsirade |0ziy_susikirtimo zonoje.
Tektoniniai spradziai-(plutos.sluoksniy. pasis-
linkimas Zemyn “arba_auk$tyn), nors-ir mazos
amplitudés, verté upe vingiuoti pagal jy formas.
Nemuno vingiy rySj su gelmiy 10Ziais patvirtina ir
BirStono apylinkiy mineralinio vandens $altiniai,
besiverziantys i$ labai giliai. Prie iSskirtinio relje-
fo formavimo prisidéjo ir ledynas bei jo tirpsmo
vandenys.

Viena jdomiausiy Nemuno vagoje yra Pu-
nios kilpa, kurios ilgis - 19 km. Savo forma ji
panasi | Zmogaus kaukole, todél sakoma, kad
joje tvyro susikaupimo dvasia, kurig dar labiau
sustiprina Zzmogaus rankos nepaliestos gamtos
grozis.

Balbieriskio kilpa - didZiausia visoje Nemuno
vagoje. Jos ilgis — 29 km, trumpiausia sagsmau-
kos vieta — 4 km. Visais laikais ¢ia Nemunas
buvo dviejy etnoregiony — Suvalkijos ir Dztkijos
— skiriamoji riba (kairiajame Nemuno krante Su-
valkija, deSiniajame - Dzdkija).

Prieny, ir BirStono kilpa yra pati trumpiausia.
Jos ilgis tik 17 km, o siauriausioje vietoje Ne-
muno vandenys nutole vos per 1,2 km. Si kilpa

A o

The el
Great Nemunas Loops were

hardly fathomable for the people of old. The
cartographers were not able to delineate them in
the relatively precise map of 1613 of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania “Magni Ducatus Lithuaniae”.
Only in 1852 the Great Loops of the Nemunas
were correctly mapped by Vilnius University
professor Abicht.

For many years the cause of the river looping
was a mystery. Travellers: avoided this tricky
place. Geologists maintain that the watercourses
of the largest rivers of Lithuania are related to the
breaking lines of crystal foundation of the Earth’s
crust. Tectonic faults (the-movement of ‘crust
layers up or down), small'in amplitude as they
were, made the river curve along their form. The
relation of the Nemunas curves-and fractions
in the bowels is also verified by the Birstonas
mineral water sources.coming from great depths.
The unique relief was-also-formed by a-glacier
and its meltwater.

One of the most interesting loops of the
Nemunas watercourse is the 19 km long
Punia Loop. Its form is reminiscent of a human
skull; therefore, it is said that it has the spirit of
concentration, which is strengthened by the
beauty of nature untouched by man.

The Balbieriskis Loop is the largest along

bene labiausiai sukultdrinta, uzstatyta, paveikta
zmogaus veiklos. Joje ilga laikg vienas kito link
plétési, augo Prienai ir BirStonas.

ISskirtinj Sios vietovés kraStovaizdj suformavo
ne tik upé, bet ir vaizdingi Silai bei miskai. Parko
miskingumas siekia 67%. Cia vyrauja pusynai
su placialapiais medziais. DidZiausias parko
turtas — Punios ir Prieny Silai, kuriuose yra iSlike
stambds sengiriy tipo medynai — 300 mety
senumo gzuolynai, 200 mety senumo pusynai ir
eglynai. Tai patys vertingiausi ne tik parko, bet
ir visos Lietuvos Silai, pelnytai besididZiuojantys
auk$Ciausiy medziy karalystés titulais, mat
daugelis Sily pusy siekia 40 m aukst, o azuolai
— 30 m. Unikaliame Lietuvoje prieS 150 mety
dirbtiniu bidu jveistame Degsnés maumedyne
auga auksciausias Salies medis — 46 m aukscio
maumedis.

Mazai apgyvendintuose Siluose prieglobstj
randa reti augalai ir gyviinai. Punios Sile galima
iSvysti zydint raudonajj garbenj, orchidiniy Sei-
mos augalg; didZiajg miegapele, stamby j vove-
re panasy grauzikg, o Prieny Sile — vapsvaédi.
Sis | suopj panasus, tik kiek mazesnis plésrusis
paukstis minta,vapsvy lervomis, ziogais.ir kitais
vabzdziais.

Parke iSlike“atskiriems istoriniams laikotar-
piams_biidingo kraStovaizdzio fragmentai. Ke-
liautojai per kelias dienas gali susipazinti su'is-
tisais Simtmeciais. Tokios kraStovaizdzio raidos
ekspozicijos vienoje vietoje néra jokioje kitoje
Lietuvos vietovéje. Punios Sile iSliko karimosi
tarp misky laikotarpio krastovaizdzio fragmentai,
Siponiy apylinkése — gatviniai kaimai, dvarvie-
tés, keliai, saviti zeldynai, t.y. tai, kas badinga
povalakings reformos laikotarpiui, 0 Zvyryny,
Naravy, Matiesioniy, Zemaitkiemio kaimai bene
geriausiai atspindi vienkiemio krastovaizd.

Nemuno kilpy regioninis parkas yra
bene geriausia vieta Vidurio Lietuvoje, kur
galima ramiai pailséti, pasigrozéti reto grozio
kraStovaizdziu, pavergianciu keliautojo sielg ir
masinancio vél ir vél sugrizti.

Parko statistika: net 68 augaly, 28 gryby
bei kerpiy ir 79 gyvany rasys jrasytos | Lietuvos
Raudongja  knyga; isteigtas vienas Punios
gamtinis rezervatas ir 17 draustiniy; iSskirta 13
Natura 2000 teritorijy; uzregistruota 27 gamtos
vertybiy, 52 nekilnojamyjy kultGros paveldo
vertybiy; Nemuno ir Verknés vingiuose stiikso

the Nemunas watercourse. It is 29 km long, the
narrowest isthmus is 4 km. Here, at all times, the
Nemunas was a bordetiine of two ethnic regions:
Suvalkija on the left and Dzikija on"the right
bank.

The Prienai and Birstonas-Loop'is the shortest
one. Its length is only 17 km;.and at the narrowest
place the waters of the Nemunas are just 1.2 km
apart. This loop is probably the most urbanised,
built-up, and affected by human" activity. The
towns of Prienai and BirStonas have been
expanding here for a long time.

Exceptional landscape was formed not only
by the river, but also by picturesque pinewoods
and forests. 67% of the Park is covered by
woods. Pinewoods and large-leaved trees prevail
here. The pearls of the Park are the pinewoods
of Punia and Prienai, where massive old forests
are still extant: 300 year old oak-woods, 200 year
old fir trees and pine forests. These are the most
valuable forests not only in the park, but also in
Lithuania. It is proud fo be the kingdom of the
tallest trees, as many of the pines are 40 m high,
and the oaks — 30 m. 150 years old and the only
one in Lithuania, cultured larch forest of Degsné
boasts the tallest tree in the country — 46 m high
larch.

Scarcely inhabited forests are the home of
rare plants and animals. In the Punia forest one
can find a red helleborine of the Orchidaceae
family; see a fat dormouse, squirrel-like-rodent. In
the Prienai forest one-can see athoney buzzard,
a little smaller than .the common buzzard and
feeding on wasp larvae, grasshoppers;-and other
insects.

Fragments of landscape characteristic of
different historical periods are still extant in the
park. Travellers can have a look at the history
of centuries in a few days. In Lithuania there:is
no other landscape exposition of such a scale'in
one place. The Punia forest still has fragments of
landscape development between forests; in the
vicinity of Siponys there are one-street villages,
places of former estates, roads, distinctive green
areas, i.e., characteristic features of the period of
post-valak reform; while the villages of Zvyrynai,
Naravai, Matiesionys, Zemaitkiemis are the best
examples of a grange landscape.

The Nemunas Loops Regional Park is
probably the best place in Middle Lithuania for



net 20 piliakalniy; geologus masina 5 atodangos
ir bi€iy kor{ primenanti konglomerato uola ,0zky
peCius‘, susiformavusi i§ Zvirgzdo, gargzdo,
rieduliy ir molio.

Punios kilpa. Punia

Punios kilpos ilgis 19 km. Po.ilgos kelionés,
apjuoses garsuyji Punios Sila,aplankes legendine
Punig; senuosius Nemajlny_ir Siponiy-kaimus;
Nemunas vél sugrizta beveik j-tq pacig vieta,
esancig vos uz.2,2 km_nuo kilpos pradzios.
Svarbiausia Punios kilpos vertybé — pirmyks¢iy
didziyjy Lietuvos giriy; bruozus iSlaikes unikalus
Punios &ilo krastovaizdis. Cia osiangios
Simtametés sengirés yra nejkainojamas turtas
ne tik mokslininkams. Tai vienas vertingiausiy
Sily Lietuvoje, didziausias Lietuvos miskas upés
slényje (plotas daugiau nei 2700 ha). Miskininkai
sako, kad atvykti prie Nemuno kilpy ir nepabuvoti
Punios Sile, tai tas pats, kaip nuvykti { Roma ir
nepamatyti Popieziaus.

Atvykusiuosius  pasitinka 1.  Punios
girininkijos muziejus ir ,Pasaky takas“,
netoliese voljeruose ganosi muflonai, démétieji
elniai, iSdidziai vaikstinéja povai ir danieliai.
Silo lankytojy &ia laukia karietos, Zirgai ir poni
arkliukas. Keliaujantys | Zaltés slénj tures
galimybe pasigrozéti kunigaiks€iy azuolais,
kurie pavadinti svarbiausiy istoriniy_ {vykiy bei
didziyjy kunigaik3¢iy vardais. Turistams skirtas
marsrutas vingiuoja iki Zaltés slénio, kuris
simbolizuoja senovés balty Sventykla.

a peaceful rest, and admiring unique landscape,
which fascinates the soul of the traveller and
entices one to come back again and again.

The statistics of the park: even 68 species
of plants, 28 species of mushrooms and lichens,
and 79 species of animals are included in the
Lithuanian Red Data Book; one natural reservation
of Punia and 17 reserves; 13 fterritories of
Natura2000; 27 natural treasures registered; 52
immovable cultural heritage treasures registered;
20 hill forts near the loops of the Nemunas and
the Verkné; 5 outcrops and a conglomerate rock
‘Ozky pecius” (Goats’ Furnace) reminiscent of a
bee comb and formed of shingle, gravel, boulders
and clay.

The Punia Loop. Punia

The length of the- Punia -Loop-is*19 km.
After a long journey around the famous ‘Punia
forest, legendary Punia and the old villages of
Nemajanai and Siponys, the Nemunas' returns
to nearly the same place — just-2.2 km from
the beginning of the loop. The key value of the
Punia Loop is the unique landscape of Punia
forest, which has preserved. the features of the
primeval Lithuanian forests. These-forests dating
back hundreds of years are not only invaluable
treasure to scientists. It is one of the most valued
forests in Lithuania and the largest forest in the
river valley (its area exceeds 2700 ha). Foresters
say that to come to the Nemunas Loops and not
to visit the Punia forest is like going to Rome and
not seeing the Pope.

Dabartinis Punios Silas - tai tik nedidelé
didziyjy praeities giriy, besitesusiy abipus
Nemuno iki Zuvinto ir iki pat Prisijos, liekana.
Rasytiniuose Saltiniuose Punios Silas minimas
dar XVI a. viduryje G.ValaviCiaus Lietuvos
mi$ky apradymuose. Zygimantas Senasis $iuos
miskus buvo iSnuomojes vokieCiams, o pastarieji
iSplukdydavo nemazas sieliy siuntas.

Si vieta garséja kaip aukigiausiy Lietuvos
medziy karalysté, pasizymi naSiausiais medy-
nais. Taip yra todél, kad miSkas auga derlinguo-
se Nemuno suplautuose dirvozemiuose. I$skirti-
niy dydziy ir formy medziai Punios Sile paskelbti
gamtos paminklais. Cia galima aptikti azuola,
Sakomis apsikabinusj liepa, i$ vieno kelmo iSau-
gusius egle ir gZuola, gzuolg ,lyra“, liepa ,Zirgo
kaklas* ir kt.

Pirmyks¢iy, Lietuvos giriy bruozus islaikes
unikalus krastovaizdis, rety augaly ir gyviny
rasiy buveinés ir kitos Punios Silo krastovaiz-
dzio vertybés saugomos Punios Silo gamti-
niame rezervate ir botaniniame—zoologiniame
draustinyje.

Punia - gerai Zinoma Lietuvos istoring
vietové. Vytautui Didziajam valdant-Lietuva,
Punia buvo minima daug dazniau nei dabar, nes
tai buvusi labai svarbi strateginé vieta, isikarusi
Darsiniskio—-Alytaus -ir-Traky,_ keliy sankryZoje.
XVI' a. pradzioje . Puniai buvo -suteiktos
Magdeburgo teisés. Tuomet gana tankiai
uzstatytas miestelis — valsciaus centras — turéjo
ir savo herbg. XVII a. mieste veiké parapijos
mokykla — viena seniausiy Lietuvoje, isteigta dar
XVl a. pradzioje. Siaurés karo metu Punia buvo
sudeginta ir ilgokai neatsigavo.

Sraunusis Punelés upelis savo zemupyje
per daugelj mety iSgrauzé gily, ilgg ir vingiuotg
kanjona. Jis ypaé gerai matomas nuo Sv. Jurgio
koplycios. ISraiSkingas staciy miskingy Nemuno
ir Punelés $laity krastovaizdis su vienu Zymiausiy
ir didziausiy Lietuvoje Punios npiliakalniu bei
Punios baznyCios architektariniu kompleksu
saugomas Punios kraStovaizdzio draustinyje.

2. Punios piliakalnis yra vienas Zymiausiy,
ir didziausiy Lietuvoje, sikires vakariniame
miestelio pakrastyje, Nemuno ir Punelés
sléniy sandroje. |spudingas aukstas (30 m),
stadiaslaitis Punios piliakalnis yra svarbus
archeologinis paminklas, vienas i§ nedaugelio
Lietuvoje turintis savitg ir sudétinga, nors ir

Visitors are welcomed by 1. Punia Forestry
Museum and “Pasaky takas” (Fairytale Path),
where in adjacent enclosures moufflonsand
dappled deer are grazing; peacocks-and fallow-
deer are prancing about-Carriages, horses and
a pony await visitors. When visiting Zalté Valley,
one can admire the oaks of dukes, which are
named after main historical events and grand
dukes. The tourist route leads to the Zalté Valley,
which symbolizes a temple of ancient Balts.

The contemporary Punia forest is just a small
remnant of large old woods that used fo stretch
along the Nemunas and Zuvintas to the border
with Prussia. The Punia forest was mentioned in
written sources in the middle of the 16th century
in the descriptions of Lithuanian forests by
G. Valavicius. Sigismund the Old had rented
these forests to the Germans and they floated
large rafts.

This place is famous for being the kingdom
of the tallest trees in Lithuania and is especially
efficient. This is because the forest grows on
fertile soil, washed up by the Nemunas. The
trees of exceptional shapes and sizes in the
Punia forest are declared as natural monuments.
Here one can see an oak embracing a linden by
its branches, a fir-tree and oak grown out of one
stump, a lyre shaped oak, horse neck shaped
linden, etc.

Unique landscape having preserved the
features of primeval Lithuanian-forests,-habitats
of rare plants and animals and other treasures of
the Punia forest are protected by Punia.Forest
Natural Reservation ~and- Botanical-Zaological
Reserve.

Punia is a well known. historical place in
Lithuania. In the times during Vytautas the Great
reign, Punia was mentioned much more often
than it is now, as it was a very important strategic
place, situated on. the junction of Darsaniskis,
Alytus and Trakai roads: At the beginning of the
16th century Punia was awarded Magdeburg
Rights. The then densely populated town and the
centre of the region had its own coat of arms. In
the 17th century a parish school was working —
one of the oldest in Lithuania, established at the
beginning of the 16th century. During the Great
Northern War, Punia was burned down and could
not be restored for a long time.

The rapid Punelé stream has scoured out
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nelabai ilgg istorijg. Punios npiliakalnis buvo
jrengtas kaip vienas gynybiniy tasky, nukreipty
prie$ kryziuo€iy agresija.

Punios piliakalnio populiarumg  padidino
nuo seno gyvas padavimas, kad 1336 m. Cia
(apgultuose Pilénuose) nelygioje kovoje su
kryZiuoCiais narsiai gynési lietuviai, vadovaujami
kunigaiks¢io. Margirio. Nepajégdami. nugaléti
galingesnio prieso, bet nenorédami pasiducti, jie
padege pilj ir visi iki vieno kartu su Margiriu Zuvo
liepsnose.

DidZiuléje, apie_1 ha-ploto, netaisyklingoje
trikampéje - aikStéje dunksnojo tvirta gynybiné
Punios pilis (1382 m.), kurig juosé galingas
(75 m ilgio, 34 m ploCio-ir 6 m auks¢io) pylimas;
sutvirtintas originaliu karkasu, bei 60 m ilgio ir 20
m plo€io grioviu. Gynybinés reikSmés Punios pi-
liakalnis neteko po Zalgirio msio, tagiau gyveni-
mas jame nutrtko neilgam. XV-XVI a. Punia tapo
karaliSkuoju dvaru. Manoma, kad atstatytoji pilis
buvo Vytauto Didziojo Ziemos buveiné ir mégs-
tama medziokliy vieta. Tuo laikotarpiu piliakalnio
aiksteléje buvo pastatyti puoSnds ramai, kurie
sudegé XVI a. viduryje, bet jy vietoje netrukus
iSkilo nauji. XVII a. ¢ia buvo Punios senitnijos
centras, priklauses didikams Korvinams-Gon-
sevskiams. Spéjama, kad paskutinj kartg rimai
sudege XVl a. pradzioje, greiiausiai per karus
su Svedais.

Sv. Jokiibo baznyéia yra maring, dviejy
boksty, statyta 1857-1863 m. Uzsukus | vidy,
verta apzitréti XIX a. liaudies meistry medzio
skulptdras, dailininko N. Silvanavi¢iaus 1899 m.

a deep, long and winding canyon in its lower
reaches. It is visible from St. George’s Chapel.
The expressive landscape of the steep and
wooded slopes of Punelé, one of the largest in
Lithuania Punia hill fort and the architectural
complex of Punia church are protected by Punia
Landscape Reserve.

2. The Punia hill fort is one of the largest
and” well known in Lithuania. It is situated
on_the western outskirts of the town, where
the Nemunas and Punelé valleys meet. The
impressive, high (30 m) and steep sloped Punia
hill fort is an important archaeological monument,
one of the few in Lithuania having-distinctive and
complicated, although short history: The Punia hill
fort was established as one of the defence points
against the aggression of the Teutonic.Order.

The popularity of the Punia hill fort-increased
because of an old legend that here (in'Pilénai)
in 1336 the Lithuanians, led by duke Margiris,
bravely fought in an uneven battle with the
Teutons. Unable to defeat the more powerful
enemy and unwilling fo surrender they set the
castle on fire and died.in the flames together with
Margiris.

In a huge triangular field (1-ha)-loomed the
strong defensive Punia Castle (1382), which
was surrounded by a mighty mound (75 m long,
34 m wide and 6 m high), reinforced by an original
carcass and 60 m long and 20 m wide trench. The
defensive significance of the Punia hill fort was
lost after the Battle of Grunwald, but life in it did
not stop. In the 15th and 16th centuries Punia

tapyta paveikslg ,Sventasis Pranci$kus AsyZie-
tis".

Degsnés maumedynas

3. Savaime maumedZiai Lietuvoje nebe-
auga, taciau kadaise, tarpledynmecio laikais
tai buvo {prasti. medZiai Lietuvos teritorijoje.
Beveik 3 ha plote daugiau nei prie§ 150 mety
Degsnés miSke maumedZiai uZsodinti Zmogaus
rankomis. Vidutinis medziy aukstis — 42 m, o
auksciausieji pasistiebia net iki 45 ir daugiau
metry. Tai vienas naSiausiy medyny Lietuvoje —
medienos taris viename hektare siekia 1237 m®.
Per metus 1 ha priauga daugiau kaip 10 m* me-
dienos. Toks didelis medyno naSumas aiskinti-
nas medziy aukStumu. Ypac vertinama drégmei
atspari maumedZio mediena, kuri naudojama
statybai po vandeniu (tilty poliams, atramoms).
Cia galima rasti tk maumedynams bidingg
grybg — pomaumedinj kazléka. Degsnés mau-
medynas saugomas nuo 1960 m. Cia auga
auksciausias Lietuvoje medis — 46 m maumedis.

Balbieriskio kilpa. Balbieriskio atodanga

Balbieriskio  kilpa didZiausia  visoje

was the royal manor. It is assumed that the rebuilt
castle was the winter residence of Viytautas the
Great and a favourite.place for hunters. In-that
time, a luxurious palace was built in_the field of
the hill fort, which burned down in the middle of
the 16th-century; however,-a.new palace was
immediately built in its place..In the 17th century.it
was the centre of a township and belonged to the
noblemen, Korvinai-Gonsevskiai. It is assumed
that the palace burned down at the beginning of
the 18th century, most likely during the wars with
the Swedes.

St Jacob’s Church is of brick, with two
towers, builtin 1857-1863. Inside the 19th century
wooden sculptures by folk craftsmen and the
picture “Sventasis Pranciskus AsyZietis” (Saint
Francis of Assisi) painted by N. SilvanaviCius in
1899 are worth seeing.

Degsné larch forest

3. The larches do not grow naturally in
Lithuania anymore, but between the glacial
periods they were common trees in the territory
of Lithuania. More than 150 years ago, in Degsné
forest, in an area of 3 ha the larches were planted
by men. The average height of the trees is 42 m,
and the tallest are over 45 m. It is one of the most
efficient arboretums in Lithuania — the volume of
wood in one hectare is 1237 m® In one hectare
more than 10 m® of wood grows in-a-year. Such
efficiency can be explained by the tallness of the
trees. Moisture resistant lareh'wood is especially
valuable and used:for.underwater constructions
(bridge piles, reinforcements): A species of suillus
that grows only under larch trees can be found
here. Degsné larch forest has been protected
since 1960. It also houses the tallest .free in
Lithuania — 46 m high larch.

The Balbieriskis Loop. The Balbieriskis
Outcrop

The Balbieriskis Loop is the largest in
the entire watercourse of the Nemunas. It is
29 km long and the narrowest isthmus is 4 km.
At all times the Nemunas here was a borderline
between two ethno-cultural regions. The structure
of homesteads is different on opposite banks
of the river (Suvalkian “grycia” on the left and
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Nemuno vagoje. Jos ilgis - 29 km, trumpiausia
sgsmaukos vieta — 4 km. Visais laikais Nemunas
¢ia buvo dviejy etnokultdriniy regiony, skiriamoji
riba. Sodyby, struktira kairiojoje ir deSiniojoje
Nemuno puséje skiriasi (suvalkieCiy -gryCia
kairiojoje ir dziky pirkia deSiniojoje), taciau
Siy regiony, sanddroje galima jzvelgti ir bendry
liaudies architektiiros elementu.

4. BalbieriSkio atodanga yra Nemuno
slényje, Zydaviskio kaime. Pagrindiné atodangos
dalis yra 1700 m ilgio ir 40 m auk$Cio. Joje
atidengta ledyny suvilkty nuoguly storymé bei
7-10 m storio juostuotujy ezeriniy moliy klodai,
susikloste dideliame prieledyniniy BalbieriSkio—
Simno mariy dugne. I$ juosteliy skaiciaus galima
nustatyti, kiek mety tyvuliavo Saltavandenés
prieledyninés marios. Cia jos uzsibuvo apie 200
mety.

Atodanga yra prie pat kelio Alytus—Prienai,
todél gausiai lankoma. Geologiniu gamtos
paminklu ji paskelbta 1974 m. Ant atodangos
virSaus jrengta regykla, nuo kurios atsiveria
vienas graziausiy Lietuvos peizazy.

Verkné .ir jos slénio _archeologiniai,
gamtos paminklai

5. Verknés upé-isteka i$ Dzlky aukStumos
pietrytinés dalies:-Jos versmés yra-Galaverknio
kaime, Traky rajone, 141 m vir§_juros lygio.

Dzakian “pirkia” on the right); however, at the
splice of these regions common elements of folk
architecture can-be seen.

4. The Balbieriskis Outcrop is.in the valley
of the Nemunas, Zydaviskis village. The main
part of the outerop is 1700'm-long and 40'm high.
It exposes layers of deposits formed by glaciers
and 7-10 m thick strata of striped lake clay, laid
in the bed of the glacial lagoon of Balbieriskis-
Simnas. The number of stripes-allows scientist
to calculate the years the icy-cold glacial lagoon
was waving here. It remained here for around 200
years.

The outcrop is close to the road Alytus-
Prienai, and therefore is abundantly visited. It
was declared as a geological natural monument
in 1974. On the top of the outcrop there is an
observation deck, from where one of the most
beautiful landscapes in Lithuania opens.

The Verkné and archaeological and natural
monuments of its valley

5. The Verkné river runs out of the south-
eastern part of the Dziikai elevation. Its sources
are from Galaverknis village, the Trakai region,
141.m above sea level. The Verkné debouches
into the Nemunas. Its mouth is 40.6 m above
sea level, so from the source to the mouth the
river descends 100.4 meters. The average

Verkné jteka | Nemuna. Jos ziotys yra 40,6 m
vir§ jaros lygio, tad nuo versmés iki ZioCiy upé
nusileidzia net 100,4 metrus. Tai gana didelis
vidutinis upés nuolydis, todél upé srauni, panasi
i kalny upe, o ramesné tampa tik ties ezZerais,
Aukstadvario ir Jundeliskiy HE tvenkiniais.
Upés ilgis 77,3 km, o plotis kinta nuo 2 metry
ties iStakomis iki 30 metry ties Ziotimis. Vidutinis
Verknés gylis 1,5-2,5 m, o giliausios vietos.4 m
yra ties Alesiskémis-ir Stakliskémis. Nemuno
kilpy regioniniam “parkui.priklauso-tik-9,2 km
Verknés zemupio:

Verkné dar nérabaigusi gilinamosios erozijos.
Ji'ne tik grauziasi gilyn, bet ir stumiasi {-Sonus,
ardydama krantus vienoje-puséje ir klostydama
sgnasas kitoje. Paverkniy kaime dar galima
iSgirsti, kad Ginkaus piliakalnis prie$ Simtg mety
stiksojo kitame, deSiniajame, Verknés krante,
bet nerami upé sutrumpino savo kelig. Kadaise
Verkné jtekéjo | Nemung ties Nemajdnais.
Geologai teigia, kad galutinai pasitraukus
ledynams i$ Lietuvos, Verkné Zemupyje pabégo
i$ savo senojo slénio ir ryztingai prasiverzé |
Nemuna artimiausiu keliu — per kalvas, kurdama
gily slénj, jtekédama | Nemung dabartingje
vietoje.

Nuo pat savo versmiy upé yra vaizdinga,
tekanti per keleta ezery, Zmogaus ranky dar
nepaliesta gamtovaizd|. Pirmg kartg turistai
Verkne aplanké 1939 m., kuomet hidrologas
St. Kolupaila aprasé keliong prie§ srove i$
Aukstadvario | Vilkoksnio ezera.

Dél Salty Saltiniy Verknés vanduo vasarg

incline is rather steep, therefore, the river is rapid,
similar to a mountain river. It is calmer at lakes
and Aukstadvaris and Jundeliskés HE ponds.
The length of the river is 77.3 km and the width
varies from 2 meters at the source to 30 meters
at the mouth. The average depth of the Verkné
is 1.5-2.5 m, and the deepest places of 4 m are
near Alesiskés and Stakliskés. Only 9.2 km of the
Verkné lower flow belongs to the Nemunas Loops
Regional Park.

The Verkné has not finished its deepening
erosion. It erodes not only to the depth, but also
sideways, disrupting the banks on one side and
laying deposits on the other.-People.in_the Pav-
erkniai village still say-that a hundred years ago
the Ginkus hill fort loomed-on-the other bank of
the Verkné, the right one, but the restless river
shortened its way. At one point in time, the Verkné
debouched inta the Nemunas at Nemajanai. Ge-
ologists maintain that as the glaciers retreated
from Lithuania, the Verkné ran away fromits for-
mer valley and burst through to the-Nemunas.in
the shortest way - through the hills. It formed a
deep valley and debouched into the Nemunas at
its present place.

The river is picturesque from.its.very source.
It flows through several lakes in the landscape
untouched by man. Tourists first visited the
Verkné in 1939, when the hydrologist S. Kolupaila
described the trip upstream from Aukstadvaris to
Vilkoksnis lake.

Due to cold sources, the water of the Verkné
is cold in summer and hardly freezes in winter.
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Saltas, o Ziemq sunkiai uzSglantis. Ji mégsta
upeétakiai bei kitos Svariy vandeny zuvys, adros,
bebrai. Verknés slénio atodangose anksCiau
bata daug urviniy, kregzdziy kolonijy, nedidelés
garniy kolonijos. Verknés pakrantése aptikta
daug rety. augaly, taciau bene. didZiausia
retenybé - dirviné erardija.~ nedidelis lipikiniy
Seimos augalas. Jis aptinkamas kalkinguose
dirbamuose - laukuose,-darzuose. - Lietuvoje
jau ilgg laikg dirviné Serardija .buvo Zinoma
tik i8 seny herbariumu, buvo noréta jg jradyti |
iSnykusiy, rasiy sarasa.

Verknés Zemupyje, deSiniajame  slénio
Slaite, yra unikalus erozinis darinys, vadinamas
Raigardo broliu. Tai 400-500 m plocio, beveik
idealios ovalo formos dubuma, vadinama
Paverkniy eroziniu cirku. Jo Slaitai nuo Verknés
upés nutole vos puse kilometro. Maksimalus
dubumos gylis — 40-44 m. Specialistai tokias
dubumas dél jy formos, primenancios cirko
pastaty, cirkais vadina. Cirkg sukaré kilpinéjanti,
besiblaskanti po savo slénj Verkné. Banguotg
cirko dugng gerokai pakeité vélesni procesai,
bylojantys apie intensyvig poZeminiy vandeny
veikla. Si nejprasta reliefo forma geriausiai
atsiveria | cirkq leidZiantis raguva vingiuojanciu
keliuku.

6. Konglomerato uola ,0zky pecius*
2velgia | dviejy graZiausiy BirStono savivaldybés
upiy Nemuno ir Verknés santaka. Nejprastg 6 m
aukscio korétg smélio, Zvyro, gargzdo ir rieduliy

It is the habitat of trout and other fish of fresh
waters, and ofters and beavers. Formerly the
outcrops of the Verkné valley housed colonies
of cave swallows and small colonies of herons.
Many rare plants grow on the banks of the Verkné
but probably the rarest is the field madder, a small
plant of the Rubiaceae family. It is found in limy
farmlands, gardens. The field madder in Lithuania
was known only from herbaria for a long time. It
was._about fo be included on the list of extinct
species.

In the lower reaches of the Verkné, on the
right bank there is a unique erosive structure
called the brother of Raigardas. It is 400-500 m
wide, almost perfectly-oval hollow called- the
erosive circus of Paverkniai. Ifs banks are
just half a kilometre away from the Verkné River.
The maximum depth of the hollow is.40-44 m.
Specialists call such hollows circuses dug to their
form resembling a circus building. The circus was
created by the looping and flustering Verkne. The
wavy bottom of the circus was affected by later
processes, which testifies to an intensive activity
of underground waters, This unusual form of relief
is best seen when coming-down to the circus by a
winding path of the hollow.

6. Conglomerate rock “Ozky pecius”
(Goats’ Furnace) faces the confluence of two
beautiful rivers of the BirStonas municipality - the
Nemunas and the Verkné. The unusual spongy
rock of sand, gravel, shingle and boulders people
have named the Goats’ Furnace, as the roe deer
(called goats by the local people) liked to climb
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uolg Zmonés nuo seno vadino Ozky peciumi,
nes Cia mégusios laipioti ir prieS saule Sildytis
apylinkiy, stirnos, vietiniy vadinamos ,0zkomis*.
Dalant uolienoms atsirado niSy ir uola primena
milziniska bigiy kor|. Sig vieta buvo pamége
ir sielininkai. Ties uola jie kasmet lediniame
Verknés vandenyje maudydavo tuos, kurie
sielius plukdydavo pirma karta.

Medeikoniykaime, Verknés kairiajame krante
stiikso Paverkniy-piliakalnis. Sj 14 m auks¢io
kalngvietiniai Zmones dar.-vadina Ginkaus
kalnu, Zydeikoniy bei Kisieliskés vardais. XI-Xl a.
Cia stovéjusi mediné pilaité; kuri.du kartus buvo
prieSy uzpulta ir-sudeginta. Dalis- piliakalnio
nuslinkusi | Verknés upe. Vakarinéje papédéje
yra senovés gyvenvietés liekany (tamsi Zemé su
lipdytinés grublétosios keramikos Sukémis).

Babroniy piliakalnis {sikires Verknés ir
Narupio upiy santakoje. Piliakalnis datuojamas
| tokst. m. pr. Kr. ir kadaise atliko gynybines
funkcijas, o Siuo metu kenéia nuo dviejy upiy
srauniy, vandenu, kurie negailestingai ardo jo
$laitus, o visg kalno didybe slepia ir ant piliakalnio
suzéle lapuodiai bei eglynai.

Jundeliskiy dvaras

7. Jundeliskés — kaimas prie Verknés upés,
netoli Vilniaus-Prieny plento. 1958 m. Verkné
uztvenkta ir pastatyta hidroelektriné, suformavusi
nedidele patvanka. |ki Pirmojo pasaulinio karo
gyvenvieté vadinta Ustrone — pagal buvusio
dvarelio pavadinima. Vietovardis kiles i$ lenkisko
ZodZio ustronie - nuosali vieta. XVI a. pabaigoje

and bask in the sun here. As the rock putrefied
cavities appeared and now the rock is reminiscent
of a huge bee comb. This place was also favoured
by rafters. Every year near the rock they used to
throw the ones who were rafting for the first time
into the icy water of the Verkné.

In Medeikonys village, on the left bank of the
Verkné looms the Paverkniai hill fort. This 14 m
high hill is also called Ginkus hill, Zydeikonys and
Kisieliskés hill fort. In the 11th and 12th centuries
a wooden castle stood here, which was twice at-
tacked by the enemy and burned down. A part of
the hill fort has slid towards the Verkné. On the
western slope there are remains of an ancient
settlement (dark soil with shivers of rough em-
bossed ceramics).

The Babronys hill fort is situated-at the
confluence of the Verkné and-the Narupis rivers.
The hill fort is dated 1000 BC and formerly had a
defence function, whereas currently it is-suffering
from rapid waters of two rivers that disrupt its
slopes and the. magnitude of the hill is concealed
by leafy and fir trees.

The Jundeliskés Manor

7. Jundeliskés is a-village near the Verkné
River, close to the Vilnius-Prienai.road.-In 1958
the Verkné was dammed up and a hydroelectric
plant was built, which formed a small head. Before
World War | the settlement was called Ustroné
after a small manor. The place-name is derived
from a Polish ustronie — a remote place. At the
end of the 16th century a Hungarian nobleman,
Eperjes, settled here who was probably invited by
the then Polish-Lithuanian king Stephen Bathory,
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. Stanislovas Moravskis
(1802-1853)

Cia [sikaré vengry kilmés bajoras EperjeSas,
veikiausiai pakviestas | Lietuvg to meto Lenkijos
ir Lietuves. karaliaus Stepono..Batoro, taip
pat vengry kilmés. Nuo XVHI a. antros pusés
Ustroné priklausé bajorams Semaskoms.
XVII'ir XIX a.-sandiroje Marija Semaskaité
iStekéjo uz Apolinaro Moravskio. Krai¢io ‘gave
dvarel, Moravskiai Cia gyveno iki tarpukario.
Ry3kesnj pédsakg paliko Marijos ir Apolinaro
stinus  gydytojas, .~ raSytojas  Stanislovas
Moravskis (1802-1853). Jis baigé Vilniaus
universiteto  Medicinos  fakulteta, aktyviai
dalyvavo filarety veikloje, dél ko vos iSvengé
kalgjimo. Apsigynes daktaro disertacija, kuri
laikg dirbo Peterburge. Po nelaimingos meilés
istorijos prieglobst| surado Jundeliskése, kur
pagarséjo kaip atsiskyrélis. Cia jis pradéjo
raSyti memuarus. Bene garsiausi jy - ,Keleri
mano jaunystés metai Vilniuje 1818-1825
Po straipsniais  daZzniausiai  pasiraSinéjo
,Pustelninko” (atsiskyrélio) slapyvardziu.
Neturédamas palikuoniy, nei artimy giminiu,
St. Moravskis nutaré dvaro pastatg palikti
savo tarnams, o zemes iSskirstyti sklypais
ir padovanoti kumeciams, maZaZemiams
valstieGiams. TaCiau testamentas nebuvo
vykdomas, kadangi prieStaravo baudZiavinés
Zemévaldos [statymams. Jo turtg paveldéjo ir

who himself was also of Hungarian origin. From
the second half of the 18th century, Ustroné
belonged to noblemen Semaskos.

In the junction of the-18th and 19th centuries,
Marija Semaskaité married Apolinar -Morawski.
Having ~received the manor—as dowry, the
Morawskis lived here until the interwar -period.
Their son, -Stanislaw ‘Morawski (1802-1853),
was a famous doctor and writer. He graduated
from the Faculty of Medicine of Vilnius University,
participated in the Filaret activity, for what scarcely
avoided prison. Having defended his doctoral
dissertation, he worked in St Petersburg for
some time. After an unhappy love story he came
to Jundeliskés, where he was known as a loner
and started writing memoirs. Probably the most
famous of them are “Keleri mano jaunystés metai
Vilniuje 1818-1825" (A Few Years of My Youth
in Vilnius 1818-1825). Most often he signed
his articles by the pseudonym of “Pustelninkas”
(Loner).

Having no children or close relations,
S. Morawski decided to will the manor to his
servants and to divide the land into sites and give
it to peons and peasants. However, the will was
not-executed as it opposed the law of bondage
land management. His property was inherited
and managed by his cousin, Apolinar Morawski.
During the interwar period the manor was bought
by a famous scientist, Colonel Juozas Vébra.
Several years ago the manor of Ustroné. was
privatized and all the houseswere turned-info
apartments.

The main building.of the manor built at the end
of the 18th century by Semaskos has-remained
till the present time. It has features of classicism
— the portico with four pillars, triangular pediment.
Some of the utility buildings of the manor-and a
park are also extant. The JundeliSkés Park was
established in the second half of the 19th century.
It does not have a strict spatial construction and
was planned spontaneously.. The park-covers
around 4 ha. It boasts an old, long parkway of tall
lindens, and a 33 m high linden. Nearby, northern
red oaks, pin oaks, various nut-trees grow: walnut
tress, Manchurian nut trees, butternut trees and
even a Japanese walnut tree. As the summer
ends, dahlias start to bloom in the manor parterre.
It is maintained that dahlias were first brought to
Lithuania by S. Morawski. Over time, dahlias

Ustronés dvarg véliau valdé pusbrolis Apolinaras
Moravskis. Tarpukaryje dvarg nusipirko zinomas
mokslininkas pulkininkas Juozas Vébra. Prie$
keletg mety Ustronés dvarg leista privatizuoti —
visuose namuose jrengti butai.

Iki Siy dieny iSliko Semasky XVIII a. pab.
statytas dvarelio gyvenamasis namas, turintis
klasicizmo bruozy (4 kolony portikas, trikampis
frontonas). ISliko ir dvaro dkiniy pastaty, parkas.
Jundeliskiy parkas ikurtas XIX a. antrojoje
puseéje. Jis neturi aiSkios erdvinés konstrukcijos,
suplanuotas gana stichiSkai. Parkas uzima
apie 4 ha. Jo puoSmena - senoji ilga auksty,
pavieniy liepy aléja ir 33 m auksCio liepa.
Salia auga $iauriniai ir pelkiniai azuolai, jvairds
rieSutmedziai: graikiniai, mandzitriniai, pilkieji,
net lipnieji. Vasaros pabaigoje dvarelio géliy
darzelyje pradeda zydéti jurginai. Teigiama, kad
jurginus pirmasis | Lietuva atveze St. Moravskis.
llgainiui i§ Jundeliskiy jurginai paplito po visos
Lietuvos kaimy darzelius.

Nemajlinai

Nemajiinai.— senas baznytkaimis, iSsidéstes
Punios kilpos iSoringje dalyje, deSiniajame
Nemuno krante, Pirmg karta raSytiniuose
Saltiniuose Nemajunai-minimi XIV a. kryziuoCiy
zvalgy praneSimuose. Po dviejy ~Simtmeciy,
vietove tapo misko ruo$éjy ir plukdytojy
gyvenviete. Miestelénai greitai praturtéjo,
kairési amatininkai, sklypus Cia gavo karaliSkieji
valstieciai. XVIII a. — Nemajiny klestéjimo
laikotarpis. Netoli miestelio, Panemunio dvare,
priklausiusiame Bartosevi¢iams, buvo pastatyti
nauji mediniai rdmai, suplanuotas ir uzsodintas
parkas su altanomis ir tvenkiniais. Netrukus
miestelis gavo herbg ir savivaldos teisg,
taCiau po 1863 m. sukilimo Nemajlnai tapo
uzkampiu ir gyvybinguma palaike tik faktas, kad
Nemunu éjo siena su Prasija. Nemuno vingiai
ir aplinkiniai miskai buvo puikus prieglobstis
kontrabandininkams bei pasienio pléSikams.
Miestelyje stovéjo vandens maldnas, vilny
karSykla, bata keleiviniy ir krovininiy kelty,
sielininky_kontory, kelios uZeigos. Cia karési
totoriai, Zydai, baltarusiai ir rusai. Siandien
savita valakiné gyvenvietés struktdra, gatviy ir
keliy, tinklas, archeologinés, architektarinés bei
memorialinés vertybés saugomos Nemajiny,

spread from JundeliSkés to other parterres of
Lithuanian villages.

Nemajinai

Nemajanai is an old village-situated-on the
outer part.of the Punia Loop, on the right bank
of the Nemunas. Nemajanai was first mentioned
in written sources in the 14th century messages
of Teuton scouts. Two hundred years later, the
place became a settlement of loggers and rafters.
The townspeople got rich, the craftsmen were
settling down, royal peasants received land sites
here. The 18th century was a period of prosperity
for Nemajanai. Next to the town, in Panemunys
estate that belonged to BartoseviCiai, a new
wooden manor was built, a park with arbours
and ponds was planned and planted. Soon the
town got a coat of arms and municipal rights;
however, after the rebellion of 1863, Nemajanai
became secluded and life was sustained only by
the fact that the Nemunas bordered with Prussia.
The Nemunas loops and surrounding forests was
an excellent shelter for smugglers and border
robbers. The town had a watermill, wool carder,
passenger and freight ferries, offices of rafters,
several inns. Tartars, Jews, Belarusians, and
Russians settled down here. Today the distinctive
structure of the settlement, network of roads,
archaeological, architectural and memorial values
are protected by Nemajiinai Urban Reserve.

A wooden 8. Church of St:Apostles Peter
and Paul (1878) stands in-Nemajdnai. It is the
only original example of a wooden Neo-Gothics in
Lithuania. Its interior is decorated by the paintings
of Nikodemas Silvanavicius “Sv.apastalai Petras
ir Povilas” (St Apostles Peter and Paul) (1883) on
the High Altar and ‘Kristus ir Sv:-Marija Magdalieté”
(Christ and St Mary Magdalene) (1892). In the
side chapel, a 19th century folk art work is stored
— a carpet woven from 64 bridal belts.

The Nemajinai cemetery. houses valuable
crosses and tombs. Elijosius—Nonevicius
(1863-1931), the pioneer of veterinary science
in Lithuania rests in this cemetery. In 1888 he
graduated from the Tartu Institute in Estonia and
defended a Master's degree. He was arrested
for revolutionary activity and imprisoned in
St Petersburg, Peter and Paul Fortress and later
on sent to the Caucasus to fight the pig plague.

17
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urbanistiniame draustinyje.

Nemajtinuose stovi mediné 8. Sv. apastaly
Petro ir Pauliaus bazny¢ia (1878 m.),
vienintelis originalus medinés neogotikos karinys
Lietuvoje, kurio interjera puoSia dailininko
Nikodemo ~ Silvanavitiaus paveikslai - ,Sv.
apastalai Petras ir Povilas* (1883 m.) didZiajame
altoriuje bei ,Kristus ir Sv. Marija Magdalieté"
(1892 m.). Soningje koplycioje saugomas XIX a.
tautodailés karinys — i§ 64 jaunamarciy, juosty
suriStas kilimas.

Nemajiiny kapinése yra vertingy kryziy,
antkapiniy paminkly. Siose kapinése ilsisi
Lietuvos  veterinarijos mokslo pradininkas
ElijoSius Nonevicius (1863-1931). 1888 m. jis
baigé Tartu instituta, Estijoje, apsigyné magistro
laipsnj. UZ revoliucine veiklg buvo suimtas,
kaléjo Peterburge, Petropaviovsko tvirtovéje,
véliau isiystas | Kaukaza kovoti su kiauliy maru.
1892 m. kaléjo Vilniuje, Lukiskiy, kaléjime, o po
to atvyko | Nemajlinus ir uzsiémé veterinarijos
gydytojo praktika. Po nesékmingos santuokos
su Ustrones dvarininkaite, jis vél sugrizo | Vilniy
ir pasinéré | mokslinius darbus bei aktyvig
visuomenine veikla, priklausé nelegaliam lietuviy,
inteligenty, rateliui ,Dvylika Vilniaus apastaly’.

Prasidéjus ‘rusy—japony, karui, E. Nonevi€ius
buvo -i$siystas | Odesa, ten.gyveno ketverius
metus, o po. to iSsikélé j-Maskva, kur M. Bliu-
mentalio chemijos ir bakteriologijos institute dés-
té bakteriologija.

"""”

In 1892 he was imprisoned in Vilnius, at the
Lukiskés prison, and then came to Nemajinai
fo engage in veterinarian practice. After an
unsuccessful marriage to a lady of Ustroné, he
returned fo Vilnius and plunged into scientific
work and social activity, became a member of an
illegal circle of Lithuanian intelligentsia “Twelve
Apostles of Vilnius”.

At the beginning of the Russian-Japanese
war, E. Nonevicius was sent to Odessa.and-lived

1918 m. grizes j Lietuva dirbo Vilniuje, véliau
Kaune. |karé Veterinarijos departamentg (buvo
jo direktoriumi), karo veterinarijos bakteriologinj
kabineta. 1929 m., iSéjes | pensijg, su antrajg
Zmona Sofija apsigyveno  Nemajlnuose.
Tvenkiniuose augino karpius, atliko Zuvivaisos
tyringjimus ir ra¢ mokslinius straipsnius. Uz
2vejybos jrankiy ir Zuvy apdorojimo priemoniy,
kolekcija zemés Ukio parodoje buvo
apdovanotas aukso medaliu. E. Nonevicius
gyvendamas Nemajlnuose veltui gydé
neturtingy valstie€iy gyvulius, todél Zmoniy,
buvo mégiamas, vadintas ,kiauliy daktaru®.

Buvo steiges stipendija pazangiems
Lietuvos veterinarijos akademijos
studentams.

9. Kapiniy koplyCioje, statytoje
XIX a. viduryje, palaidotas Jundeliskiy
dvarininkas, gydytojas ir raSytojas
St. Moravskis. Kadaise koplyCioje buvo
fisharmonija, per Vélines vykdavo
pamaldos. Dabar koplyCia ftarsi
mazas muziejus: jdomi architektdra,
seni kryziai ant sieny, kukli, bet daili
ekspozicija apie St. Moravsk|. Menama kapo
vieta pazyméta tamsaus akmens_plokste-.su
uzraSu: STANISLOVAS MORAVSKIS (1802 —
1853).

Nemajinuose, 598 -km atstumu nuo
Nemuno iStaky . Baltarusijoje, stovi viena
seniausiy Lietuvoje 10. vandens matavimo
stoCiy, jkurta dar 1910-m. Kasdien matuotas
ir tebematuojamas Nemuno vandens lygis,
stebeéti potvyniai, tirti ledo reiskiniai, skai¢iuotas
debitas.

Po Nepriklausomybés atgavimo tyrimus at-
naujino profesorius Steponas Kolupaila (1892-
1964). Gimes Latvijoje, mokslus baiges Rusijo-
je, taCiau dél komplikuoty santykiy su taryby
valdZia priverstas grizti | tévo gimtine Lietuva,
St. Kolupaila tapo Lietuvos hidrologijos mokslo
tévu. Iki profesoriaus atvykimo | Lietuvag niekas
negirdéjo Zodzio ,hidrologija“. St. Kolupaila su-
prato, kad melioracijos, hidrotechnikos, energe-
tikos ir kitiems projektams btina upiy nuotékiy
stebéjimo programa. Jis daug dirbo visuomeni-
niais pagrindais, tyrinéjo upes, ezerus ir kitus
krasto vandenis vasaros atostogy metu, zadino
visuomenés susidoméjima straipsniais, siuncia-
mais turbdt j visus tuo metu éjusius laikras¢ius

there 4."_‘.,

for four years. Then

he moved to Moscow and taught bacteriology
at M. Blumenthal Institute, in the Faculty of
Chemistry and Bacteriology.

He returned to Lithuania in 1918 and worked
in Vilnius and later on in Kaunas. He established
the Department of Veterinary (was:its director)
and Bacteriological .room for. war: veterinary.
Having retired in 1929-.he settled. down in
Nemajanai with' his second wife Sofija.“There he
grew carp in ponds, researched fish breeding
and wrote scientific articles. He was awarded a
gold medal for the collection of fishing tools and
fish processing: instruments in an-agricultural
exhibition. When . residing. _in Nemajinai,
E. Nonevicius treated. the animals of poor.
peasants for free and therefore, was liked by
people and called ‘pig doctor”.~He-founded a
scholarship for advanced students of Lithuanian
Veterinary Academy.

9. In the Cemetery Chapel built in the middle
of the 19th century, a landlord of Jundeliskés,
the doctor and writer, S. Morawski, was buried.
Formerly, the chapel had a harmonium and mass
was held on All Soul’'s Day. Now the chapel is
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ir zurnalus. Mokslo populiarinimo straipsniuose
profesorius skyré itin didel{ démesj melioracijai,
hidroenergetikai, hidrotechninei statybai, kras-
totyrai, kelionés jspadZiams, Lietuvos upéms ir
ezerams.

1940 m. profesoriaus bibliografijoje jau ga-
lima suskaiciuoti apie 400 mokslo_darby, bei
mokslo populiarinimo straipsniy. Tarp jy pazy-
métini-du ,Hidrometrijos* tomai, du ,Hidrometri-
jos metrascio” tomai ir kt.-Monografijoje ,Nemu-
nas” patalpinti iS§samas straipsniai apie Birstona,

A S L S S &

like a small museum: interesting architecture, old
crosses on the walls, with a humble, yet delicate
exposition about S. Morawski. The apparent
place of the grave is marked by a dark stone plate
with the engraving: STANISLOVAS MORAVSKIS
(1802-1853).

In Nemajanai, 598 km down from the
headwaters of the Nemunas in Belarus, there
is a 10. water measuring station, which
was established in 1910-one of the oldest in
Lithuania. The water level of the Nemunas has
been and still is measured every day, tides were
monitored, phenomena of ice were. researched,
and the yields were calculated.

After the restoration “of independence,
research was recommenced. by. professor
Steponas Kolupaila- (1892-1964)... He was
born in Latvia, studied in: Russia but'due to
complicated relations with the Soviet government
he was forced to return to his father’s homeland
— Lithuania. S. Kolupaila became-the father of
hydrology in Lithuania. Before the professor
came to Lithuania, no one had heard the term
*hydrology”. S. Kolupaila-.understood that for
reclamation, energetic, hydrotechnical;-and other
projects, the run-off monitoring programme was
necessary. He researched the rivers, lakes and
other waters of the country during his summer
vacations, and roused public interest through
articles which were sent probably to every paper
and magazine of the time. In science promotion
articles the professor gave much attention to

jo istorija, geografijg, mineralinio vandens tyri-
néjimus. St. Kolupaila buvo ir geras fotografas,
nuotraukomis iliustraves daugelj savo darby. Jis
jau tada naudojo nepozityvines spalvotas foto-
juostas, spalvotomis skaidrémis iliustruodavo
savo paskaitas hidrometrijos tematika.

Pokario metais St. Kolupaila buvo priverstas
emigruoti | Vakarus. 1948-1962 m. dirbo
Notrdamo universiteto  profesoriumi. Jame
ikaré Hidraulikos laboratorijg, JAV i$leido keletq,
knygy, sukdré metoda upiy ziemos debitams
skaiciuoti, kuris iki Siol vadinamas lietuviSkuoju
metodu. Profesorius aktyviai dalyvavo ieivijos
lietuviy gyvenime. Daugelio straipsniy Bostone
leistos ,LietuviSkos enciklopedijos* autorius ir
redaktorius.

Nemuno pazabojimo istorija

Virs Nemuno kilpy ne kartg buvo pakibes
Damoklo kardas. Energetiky irinZinieriy Zvilgsniai
Krypo | Sias kilpas — planuota statyti elektrine
ties Nemajinais, Birstonu, Prienais. Noréta
Nemajany-Verknés kanalu iStiesinti Nemuno
kilpas, sutrumpinti ir sustiprinti Nemuno.srove, o
gavus tikra krioklj; pigiai gaminti elektros energija.
Buvo.apskaiciuota, kad elektrines galingumas
bty apie 20 000 arklio-jégy (Siandien tai mazi
skaiCiai, o tais laikais — elekiros energijos bity
pakake visai Lietuvos pramonei bei miestams).
12 kmvilgio kanalo projektui buvo pritarta, taciau
jo [gyvendinimg sustabdé Pirmasis pasaulinis
karas.

Atgavus Nepriklausomybe, vél susidométa
hidroelektrinés statyba. Spaudoje beveik nebu-
vo Nemuna ginanciy pasisakymy. Net literatiros
klasikas Vaizgantas Zavéjosi,amzZiaus projektu“—
basimu Nemuno sutramdymu. Tik hidrologas
St. Kolupaila prasitaré, kad gaila baty Nemung
prarasti. Sj karta kilpas iSgelbéjo létas politiky
mastymas ir projekto brangumas.

1921 m. inZinieriai Vladas Pauliukonis,
Dovas Kairys, Juozas Skripkus, Jonas Sliogeris
ir prelatas Konstantinas OlSauskas padavé
praSymg Finansy, prekybos ir pramonés
ministerijai  registruoti bendrovés ,Galybés”
jstatus. Jos tikslas - ,gamint elektros jéga, kuri
varys dirbtuviy maS$inas, ves traukinius, apsvies
miestus, miestelius ir kaimus, o taipogi i8dirbs
traSas”. 1923 m. pabaigoje K. OlSauskas su

reclamation, hydro-energetic, ~hydro-technical
construction, regional studies, travel impressions,
and Lithuanian rivers-and lakes.

In 1940, the bibliography of theprofessor
amounted to 400 scientific works and" science
promotion articles.  Among--them were wo
volumes .-of  “Hidrometrija” _(Hydrometry),
two volumes of = ‘Hidrometrijos ~metrastis”
(Hydrometric -Yearbook),. etc.” The monograph
“Nemunas” contains comprehensive articles on
Birstonas, its history, geography, and research
on its mineral waters. S. Kolupaila was also a
good photographer and illustrated many of his
works by pictures. Even at that time he used
negative colour film and illustrated his lectures on
hydrometry with coloured slides.

After World War I, S. Kolupaila was forced
to emigrate to the West. From 1948 to 1962 he
was a professor at the University of Notre Dame.
At Notre Dame he established the Laboratory of
Hydraulics, published several books, invented
the method to calculate winter yield of the rivers,
which is still called the Lithuanian method. The
Professor actively participated in the life of
Lithuanian emigrants. He was also the author
and-editor of many entries in the ‘Lithuanian
Encyclopaedia” which was published in Boston.

The Story of Putting a Halfer on the
Nemunas

The Nemunas Loops have faced the threat
of destruction many times. ., Engineers: and
energetics had plans for them. to-build a power
plant at Nemajiinaj, Birsfonas, and Prienai; fo
straighten the loops by the Nemajinai-Verkné
canal, shorten and strengthen the current of the
Nemunas, and affer having made a waterfall, fo
produce cheap power. If was calculated that the
capaciy of the plant would have been 20 000
horsepower. Today such.capacity s deemed.small
but at that time there would-have been enough
power to supply all the Lithuanian industries and
towns. The project of the 12 km long canal was
approved but its implementation was stopped
because of World War /.

Affer the restoration of independence,
building the power plant came on the table again.
There were hardly any statements profecting the
Nemunas in the press. Even the prominent writer,
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inzinierium V. Pauliukoniu iSvyko | Amerikg
platinti ,Galybés” akcijy. Jy pardavé uz 50 000
doleriy, bet tyrinéjimams ir realiems darbams vis
dar triko nemazai léSy. Buvo paimta 600 000
doleriy paskola, taciau tolimesnis surinkty lesy
likimas neZinomas.

Tik pastaCius Kauno hidroelektring. - -ir
Elektrény Silumine elektring, nuspresta palikti
kilpas poilsiautojams, susirlipinta gamtos ir
kulttiros paveldo vertybiy apsauga. Jei ,amziaus
projektas“ baty buves jgyvendintas Siandien
turétume menkute elektring, galin€ig aprapinti
energija aplinkinius miestelius, bet neturétume
Nemuno vingiy, Punios Silo, Verknés slénio.
Nemunas jau baty tekéjes tiesiu lyg styga
kanalu, o gamtos didybe ir turtingg praeit|
priminty negyvi skardziai ir vienisi piliakalniai.

Siponys. Siponiy atodanga

11. Siponiy kaimas iSsidéstes desiniajame
Nemunokrante, i§saugojes nemazaietnografiniy
elementy. Raiskus upés slénis, kuriame Zmonés
nuo seno uzsima zemdirbyste, lémé savitg
kraStovaizdj;. kuris kartu su Siponiy-atodanga
yra saugomasSiponiy kaimo _krastovaizdzio
draustinyje. Siponiu, kaimo. apylinkésegalima
jzvelgti zemés dalinimo valakais pozymius;
kurie matyti i§ sodyby_ir-tauky isdestymo.-Cia
bata nemazo dvaro, bet Siandien belikusi_tik
dalis parko, medziy aléja ir dalis raudony plyty
tvarto.

VaiZgantas, was fascinated by the ‘project of
the century” - putfing a halter on the Nemunas.
Only the hydrologist S. Kolupaila mentioned that
1t would be a pity to Jose the Nemunas. This time,
the loops were saved by the slow activity of the
politicians and the high cost of the project:

In 1921, the engineers Viadas Pauliukonis,
Dovas Kairys, Juozas Skripkus, Jonas Shogeris
and'the prelate Konstantinas Olsauskas submitted
an application to the Ministry of Finance, Trade
and Industry to register the Articles of Association
of a company ‘Galybé” (Power). Ifs purpose was
fo ‘produce electricity, which would power the
machinery of workshops, drive trains, light cifies,
towns and vilages, and also produce fertiizer’
At the end of 1923, Olsauskas and engineer
Pauliukonis went fo the USA fo distribute the
shares of ‘Galybé’. They raised 50 000 dollars
but research and actual implementation required
much more funds. A loan of 600 000 dollars was
taken, however, there is no information of the
further use of the collected funds.

Only affer the Kaunas Hyadroelectric Plant and
Elektrénal Thermal Power Station were built, it was
decided fo leave the loops o the fourists, and the
profection of natural and cultural heritage values
came into focus. If ‘the project of the century” had
been implementead, today we would have a small
power plant supplying the surrounding towns, but
we would not have the Nemunas Loops, Punia
Forest, or the Verkné valley: The Nemunas would
flow through a straight canal and the magnitude

Siponiy atodangos aukstis yra 35 m,
ilgis — 600 m. Joje slugso paskutiniojo misy
planetos geologinio periodo (kvartero) uolienos:
smelis, Zvyras, molis, moreninis priemolis.
1997 m. atodanga paskelbta geologiniu gamtos
paminklu.

MatieSionys

Profesoriaus Jono Kazlausko (1930-
1970) gimtinéje — 12. MatieSioniy kaime -
lankytojus pasitinka Ipolito UZzkurnio sukurta
skulptdra. 1996 m. senoji profesoriaus téviskés
sodyba pasipuo$é astuoniais tautodailininky,
sukurtais stogastulpiais, kurie Zymi svarbiausius
kalendorinius Saulés laidos taSkus (Ziemos
ir vasaros saulégrizos, rudens ir pavasario
lygiadieniy dienas) bei profesoriaus gyvenimo
datas (gimimo, dingimo, kino suradimo ir
laidotuviy). Visa kompozicija simbolizuoja
gamtos gyvenimo cikla.

Jonas Kazlauskas - filologijos moksly,
daktaras, VU profesorius, kalbos istorikas,
fonologas, ,Istorinés lietuviy kalbos gramatikos*
autorius,~ Valstybinés  premijos laureatas.
Profesorius -gimeMatieSionyse, dirbo. Vilniaus
universitete, tagiau produktyvia jo Vveiklg
nutrauké paslaptinga Zdtis, prie kurios; kaip

of the nature and the rich past would be lost and
Instead be replete with dead slopes and lonely hill
forts.

Siponys. The Siponys Outcrop

11. Siponys village is-situated-on the right
bank of the Nemunas and has preserved many
ethnographic elements. .The expressive valley
of the river, where people have engaged in
agriculture since old times, determined distinctive
landscape, which together with the Siponys
Outcrop is protected by the Siponys Countryside
Landscape Reserve. In the vicinity of Siponys
there are signs of dividing the land into valaks,
which is seen from the arrangement of the
homesteads and fields. Formerly there was a
large estate; however, today there remains only a
part of the park, a parkway lined with frees, and a
part of a red-brick cowshed.

The Siponys Outcrop is 35 m high and
600 m long. It contains the layers of rocks of
the latter geological period (Quaternary) of our
planet: sand, gravel, clay, moraine clay. In 1997
the outcrop was declared as a natural geological
monument.

manoma, prisidéjo KGB.darbuotojai. p—
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Prof. Jonas Kazlauskas
(1930-1970)

Skévoniy gibrys ir atodanga

13. Skévoniy pazintinis gamtos takas (ilgis
1,6 km) vingiuoja prie3 12 000-mety. Nemuno
suformuotu Birstono atragiu'ir Skévoniy gibriu,
kurisyra saugomas Skévoniygeomorfologiniame
draustinyje. Gubrys=;sala“ sausumoje, o atragis
- sausumos iSkilimas, primenantis pusiasalf.

Skévoniy “.gibrys yra _ deSiniajame
Nemuno krante, Salia kelio BirStonas—Prienai.
Siauriausioje vietoje jo-plotis maziau nei 100'm;
o placiausioje — kiek daugiau kaip 400 m. Beveik
uzdaroje Prieny-BirStono kilpoje Nemunas,
iSplaudamas vis gilesnius sluoksnius, skalavo
kilpos pavirsiy iS dviejy pusiy - tekédamas
link Prieny ir grizdamas atgal. Dar ir dabar
ilgojo gbrio ,uodegq” tebelaizo nepasotinami
Nemuno vandenys, pasiglemzdami savo
duokle, atidengdami Skévoniy ~atodangoje
gabrio klodus.

Skévoniy glbrys suklostytas i§ geros
kokybés Zvyro, todél senokai pradétas kasti. Jo
naikinimas prasidéjo dar prie$ Antrajj pasaulinj
kara. Tada Zvyrg vezdavo arkliais. Pokario
metais buvo atidarytas Zvyro karjeras, nemaza
gibrio dalis buvo negrazinamai sunaikinta.
Karjeras grésmingai plétési BirStono link, ir jei ne
DidZiyjy Nemuno kilpy krastovaizdZio vertybiy
propaguotojai (P. Kavaliauskas, G. Daniulaitis),

Matiesionys

In the birthplace of professor Jonas
Kazlauskas (1930-1970), 12. MatieSionys
village, visitors are met by a sculpture created
by Ipolitas UzZkurnys. In 1996 the old homestead
of the professors was decorated by eight pillars
made by folk artists, which represent the main
calendar points of the Sun (winter and summer
solstices, autumn and spring equinoxes).and the
dates of the professor’s life (birth, disappearance,
finding the body, and. burial): The composition
symbolizes the life cycle of nature.

Jonas Kazlauskas — doctor of philology, VU
professor, language historian, phonologist, the
author of “Istoriné lietuviy kalbos gramatika”
(Historical Grammar of the Lithuanian Language),
and laureate of National Premium..The professor
was born in MatieSonys,  worked at Vilnius
University, but his efficient activity was terminated
with a mysterious death, which.may.have been
induced by the KGB.

Skévonys Ridge and Outcrop

13. The Skévonys Educational Natural
Path (1.6 km long) winds through BirStonas
Crest formed by the Nemunas 12 000 years ago
and Skévonys Ridge, protected by Skévonys

Siandien jo jau gal nebeturétume.

Skévoniy gubrio jsaulyje  esanciuose
atviruose  Slaituose  paplites  melsvasis
gencijonas. Nors jrasytas | Lietuvos raudonajq
knyga, taciau regioniniame parke jis néra retas
— auga beveik visur, kur yra sausy atviry Slaity ir
pamiskiy. Sausoje saulétoje panemunés pievoje
gyvena labai retos, | Lietuvos raudonajg knyga
jraSytos stepiniy drugiy rasys: raudonziedis
marguolis, stepinis melsvys ir pietinis marguolis.
Lietuvoje jie gyvena tik Nemuno $laituose nuo
Druskininky iki BirStono.

Nemuno slénio $laituose nemazai jsptdingy,
kvartero amziaus uolieny atodangy. Viena
Zinomiausiy — Skévonyse. Atodanga tesiasi
daugiau nei puse kilometro, jos aukstis siekia
31 m. Skévoniy atodanga nuo 1984 m. yra
valstybinis gamtos paminklas. Ji jtraukta |
vertingiausiy Siaurés vakary Europos geologiniy
objekty sara$a. Atodanga i$vaizdi, tadiau
geriausia ja grozétis plaukiant Nemunu arba nuo
kito upés kranto, GiraitiSkés poilsiavietes. Ant
pacios atodangos jrengta regykla, nuo kurios
atsiveria jspadingi Nemuno ir jo slénio vaizdai.

\

Geomorphologic Reserve. The ridge is an “island”
on the land and the crest is an elevation of land
resembling a peninsula.

Skévonys Ridge is on the left bank of the
Nemunas, close to the Birstonas-Prienai road. At
its narrowest place, it is less-than 100 m wide,
and at its-widest — over 400 m. In the almost
enclosed loop of Prienai-Birstonas, the Nemunas
uncovering deeper layers washed the surface
on both sides — flowing towards-Birstonas and
coming back. Even today the “tail” of the ridge
is washed by the Nemunas waters, which take
their toll and uncover the strata of the Skévonys
outcrop.

The Skévonys Ridge is formed of high
quality gravel and was started to dig long ago.
Its destruction started before World War Il. At
that time the gravel was carried by horses. After
the war, a gravel pit was opened and a large
part of the ridge was irrecoverably destroyed.
The pit was expanding towards Birstonas. If not
for the advocates of the Great Nemunas Loops
landscape (P. Kavaliauskas, G. Daniulaitis), we
would probably not have it today.

On the open sunny slopes of Skévonys
Ridge grows the cross gentian. Although it is
included in the Lithuanian Red Data Book, it is
not rare in the Regional Park and grows almost
everywhere on dry open slopes and skirts of
forests. In the dry and sunny meadows of the
Nemunas very rare species . of -step. moths
included in the Lithuanian Red-Data Book can
be found: the chalk hill blue, zygaena angelicae,
and zygaena ephialtes. In" Lithuania-they live
only along the slopes of theNemunas: from
Druskininkai to Birstonas.

On the slopes of the Nemunas valley'there
are many impressive outcrops.of the Quaternary
period. One of the most famous is in Skévonys.
The outcrop stretches for more than half.a
kilometre and is 31 ‘m high. The Skévonys
Outcrop has been a national-natural monument
since 1984. It is also included on-the-list of most
valuable geological objects in north-west Europe.
The outcrop is scenic and is best seen when
sailing the Nemunas or from the opposite bank,
Giraitiské campsite. On the outcrop there is an
observation deck, where an impressive view of
the Nemunas and its valley opens up.
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Prieny kilpa. Prieny kultaros paveldo
objektai

17 km ilgio Prieny kilpa yra trumpiausia i$
Didziyjy Nemuno vingiy. Jos sasmaukos plotis
vos 1,2 km. Ant BirStono atragio virSinés buvo
unikali galimybé i§ vieno taSko pamatyti-dvi
Nemuno vandens juostas — iSvysti Nemuna,
tekantj link Prieny, ir griztantj atgal. Per ilgus
metus $i vieta uzaugo medziais bei krimais,
uzstojanciais reginj. Prieny ir BirStono kilpa
bene labiausiai Zmogaus veiklos pakeista,
sukultdrinta, uzstatyta.

14. Prieny popieriaus dirbtuveés sikdrusios
ant sraunaus Drubengio kranto, netoli upelio
ZioGiy, prie pat Prieny. Dar ir Siandien vietovée
vadinama Popierne. Tai viena seniausiy ir
stambiausiy popieriy gaminusiy_jmoniy to meto
Lietuvoje. Niekas tiksliai negali pasakyti, kada
ji pastatyta, bet aiSku, kad 1701 m. Svedams
puolant Lietuva, buvo sudegintas vandens
maldnas bei popieriaus gamybos jmoné. Véliau
kunigaik3cio K. Sapiegos iniciatyva {moné buvo
atkurta. Jo kvietimu vokietis G. Thierbachas
patobulino™ popieriaus gamybos-technologijas.
Popieriaus.masé_buvo pilstoma ir. presuojama
rankomis, popieriaus lakStuose jspaudziamas

-

’-“"

The Prienai Loop. Cultural Heritage
Objects of Prienai

The 17 km long Prienai Loop is‘the shortest
of the Great‘Nemunas.Loops. The width of its
isthmus’s just 1.2 km. At the peak of the BirStonas
Crest there used to.be a_unique-possibility-to
see two lines of the Nemunas waters from one
place: flowing towards Prienai and coming back.
In years this place covered in-trees and bushes
that block out the view. The Prienai and Birstonas
Loop is probably the most affected by human
activity, cultured and built-up.

14. Prienai Paper Factory is situated on a
bank of the rapid Drubengis River, close to its
mouth next to Prienai. Even today the place is
called “Popierne” (of paper). It was one of the
oldest and largest paper production companies in
the then Lithuania. No one can tell when exactly
it was built, but it is known that when the Swedes
attacked Lithuania in 1701, a water mill and a
paper factory were burnt down. Later on, on the
incentive of duke K. Sapiega, the factory was
restored. On his invitation, German G. Thierbach
improved the technology of paper making.
The paper mass was poured and pressed by

vandenzenklis — Sapiegy herbas su uzrasu
,Prienai. G. Thierbach®. Drubengio tvenkinyje
buvo padomi, paskui malami skudurai. 1§ jy
buvo gaminamas aukstos kokybés popierius.
Gamintas baltas ir spalvotas bei vyniojamasis
popierius, kartonas. Produkcija buvo vezama |
Maskva, VarSuva, Peterburga. Véliau vietovéje
buves nedidelis degtuky fabrikélis. Fabrikas
sunyko dar prie§ Pirmgjj pasaulinj karg,
pralaiméjes konkurencing kova moderniau
jrengtiems Naujosios Vilnios ir Kuckurikiy
popieriaus fabrikams. Véliau ¢ia buvo malinas,
vilny karSykla.

15. Prieny vandens maliinas stovi Prie-
ny dvarvietés teritorijoje. Jis pastatytas XIX a.
pradzioje ir veiké iki 7-ojo deSimtmecio. Véliau
buvo rekonstruotas — jkurtas vieSbutis ,Revuo-
na“. IS vienos puseés jj supa Nemunas, i$ kitos
parkas, $alia piliavieté. Tai svarbiausia istoriné
Prieny miesto dalis.

Zvérinéiaus mikas

Prieny-Birstono kilpoje plyti Zvérinciaus
(Zveryno)-miskas. Jo plotas apie 700 ha.
Zvéringiaus miskas i$saugojo senajj pavadinima,
primenantj karaliSkasias medziokles. |splidingy
medziokliy apraSymus-paliko Lietuvos-poetas
Motiejus Kazimieras_Sarbievijus - (1595-1640)
odziy, cikle ,Misky zaidimai“. Karinyje minimas ir

hand and bore a watermark — the coat of arms
of the Sapiehas and the inscription ‘Prienai.
G. Thierbach”. In-the Drubengis pond tatters
were putrefied, then ground, and high quality
paper was made. The"products included white
and coloured paper, wrappers-and cardboard.
It was exported to Moscow, Warsaw, -and
St Petersburg. Later, a small factory of matches
was built. The factory withered before World War
| due to competition with modern Naujoji Vilnia
and Kuckuriskés paper factories. Later on there
was a mill and wool carder.

15. Prienai Watermill stands in the territory
of Prienai estate. It was built at the beginning
of the 19th century and operated until the
1860s. Later, it was reconstructed and the hotel
‘Revuona” was established at the location. On
one side it is surrounded by the Nemunas and
on the other side a park. Nearby is the place of
a former castle. It is the most important historical
place of Prienai.

Zvérinéius Forest

In the Prienai-Birstonas Loop stretches
the Zvérinéius (Zvérynas) Forest. It covers an
area.of 700 ha. The Zvérindius Forest
has preserved its old name

reminiscent to the ’
royal ,
-
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Zvéringiaus
miskas. Beveik uzdaros Nemuno kilpos, | kurias
suvarydavo Zzvéris, sudaré palankias salygas
medZioklei.

Zvérintiaus miske auga reta savita papras-
tosios pusies forma — apykakliné pusis, dar
vadinama skiedrine puSimi. Ji atkreipia net ir
medziais nesidominciy praeiviy démesj. Pusies
Zievés plokStelés kamiene~sudaro savotiskus
gubrius, primenancius stogelius aplink'medzio
liemenj, medis atrodo lyg apykaklémis-pasipuo-
Ses. Apykaklés susidaro-ant 40-60-mety am-
Ziaus pusy. Si‘reta forma aptinkama nedauge-
lyje Saliy — Vokietijoje, Lenkijoje, Baltarusijoje.
Lietuvoje apykakliniy, puSy forma rasta Dubra-
vos, Traku bei Zvéringiaus migkuose.

Salia apykaklinés pusies ilgus Simtmegius
7aliavo 16. Zvérinéiaus azuolas. Pasak
legendos, po jo Sakomis medzioklés metu
ilséjosi Lietuvos Didysis Kunigaikstis Vytautas.
Taciau 2005 m. uragano ,Ervinas* metu 1,8 m
skersmens ir 15 m auk3cio senolis atgulé ant
miSko samany, poilsiui ir ilsisi ten iki Siy dieny.
2008 m., pazymint Lietuvos SajudZio 20-gsias
metines, BirStono gimnazijos moksleiviai
pasodino ,Karty gzuolg®, link kurio veda
sajudieciy pasodinta gzuoliuky aléja.

1999 m. buves sveikatingumo takas Zvé-
rin¢iaus miske tapo dvira€iy-péséiujy taku
(15 km ilgio), kurio aplinkg pajvairina Prieny,
ir BirStono medzio drozéjy skulptdros, poilsio
ir sporto aikstelés. DidZiaja Zvéringiaus tako
trasos dal| sudaro asfaltuota tako danga, ve-

hunts.

Descriptions of impressive hunts
were left by the Lithuanian poet, Motiejus
Kazimieras Sarbievijus (1595-1640), in a cycle
of odes “Silviludia” (Woodland Notes). The work
also mentions the Zvérindius Forest. Almost
enclosed loops of the Nemunas, where the game
was driven, provided auspicious conditions for
hunting.

In the Zvérindius Forest grows a rare and
distinctive variety of a common pine — Pinus s.
f. annulata Caspary, so-called the collared pine.
It draws attention even of those, who are not in-
terested in trees. The plates of the pine bark form
peculiar ridges that resemble small roofs around
the trunk, so the tree looks as if it was.wearing
collars. The “collars” take -formon the pines at
40 to 60 years of age. This rare variety is found
in few countries = Germany, Poland:-Belarus. In
Lithuania the: collared pines were found.in the
forests of Dubrava, Trakai, and Zvérincius.

Next to the collared pine 16. the Zvérincius
Oak has been growing for many centuries. The
legend has it that the Grand Duke of Lithuania,
Vytautas, was resting under its branches during
a hunt. However, .in. 2005, during hurricane
“Ervinas’, the 1.8 meter in diameter and 15 meter
high tree was laid on the moss of the forest and
remains there till now. In 2008, commemorating
the 20th anniversary of the Lithuanian Sajadis,
the students of the BirStonas Gymnasium
planted “The Oak of Generations”. To the oak
leads a parkway of oaks planted by the Sajadis
members.

In 1999, the former wellness path in the

tako ilgis — 10 km). Zvérin&iaus miske
galima apzitréti ir laukinés gamtos
karalyste, kurios link veda klampis

danti | kelig Prienai-Vilnius (asfatuoto: Wi

Sios trasos galés stebéti Nemuno sa-
lose gyvenangius ir laikinai apsisto-

jan€ius migruojancius paukééius.

ir vingiuoti misko keliukai. Nepabﬂge. 5 R

mazasias ir upines zuvédras, antis,
kirus, tilvikus.

17. Velniabliadzio pazintinis it
gamtos takas (ilgis 1,5 km) skir- :
tas susipazinti su misko ir pelkés :
bendrijomis, bldingiausiais au-
galais ir gyvinais. Juo keliauti
patariama su gidu. Velniablitidis
- vienintelé aukstapelké Prieny kilpoje. Auks-
tapelké primena dubenj, uzpildyta storu durpiy
sluoksniu, kuriame vanduo susikaupia lyjant
ar sniegui tirpstant. Svarbiausi aukstapelkés
augalai - kiminai. Sios samanos neturi $akny,
Apatiné kiminy dalis nuolat apmirsta ir grimzta
gilyn. Taip per daugelj mety susidaro durpés,
kurios buvo kasamos ir naudojamos purvo
vonioms Bir§tono gydyklose. Baigus kasti pra-
sidéjo natiralus pelkés atsikiirimo. procesas.
|prasti-aukstapelkés augalai - kupstiniai-§vy-
liai, pelkiniai gailiai,~spanguolés, siauralapes
balzuvos, saulaSarés. Velniabliadzie. auks-
tapelké yra gyvavedziy driezy ir_paprastujy
angiy prieglobstis. Cia galima pamatyti ar is-
girsti geltonajg kiele, didziaja kuolinga, rudajq
devynbalse.

Birstonas

18. BirStono istorijos kronika raSoma nuo
viduramziy. Prisijos kronikininkas Vygandas
Marburgietis ,Naujojoje Prisijos kronikoje" mini,
kad marSalas Kunas fon HatenSteinas 1382 m.
zygio | Lietuvg metu kariuomene padalino |
tris dalis — Puniai, Alytui ir BirStonui pulti. XIX
a. pradzioje istorijos tyrinétojas Teodoras
Narbutas Karaliauciaus archyvuose rado apie
dvideSimt 1384-1402 m. kryZiuociy zvalgy |
Lietuvg apraSymy, kuriuose ,sodyba ties striu
vandeniu*“ vadinama Birsten, Birstan; apraSyta ir
gerai jtvirtinta mediné pilis ant stataus Nemuno
skardzio.

Po Zalgirio musio, pasibaigus kryziuogiy

Zvérindius '4"
Forest became a bicycle
and pedestrian track (15 km long), decorated
by sculptures made by Prienai and Birstonas
wood carvers, recreation and sports grounds.
The larger part of the Zvérincius track is an
asphalt path, leading to the Prienai-Vilnius road
(the length of the asphalt path is 10 km). In the
Zvérincius Forest one can admire the kingdom
of wild nature, where swampy and winding paths
lead. Those daring to follow this route will be able
to watch the birds living and temporarily stopping
on the Nemunas islands: little terns, common
terns, ducks, gulls, and redshanks.

17. Velniabliidis Educative Natural Path
(1.5 km long) is dedicatedfor;learning about
forest and marsh: populations, inherent plants
and animals. It is recommended-to-hire.a guide
for this trip. Velniabliddis is the only raised. bog
in the Prienai Laop. The bog resembles a bow!
filled with peat, where water collects from the
rain or melting snow. The main plants-of the
raised bog are sphagna. This type of moss
does not have roots. The lower part of sphagna
dies and founders. This.way the peat is formed;
which were dug up and used-for mud._baths in
Birstonas spas. After the digging was complete,
natural recovery of the marsh started. Common
plants of the marsh are hare's-tail cottongrass,
marsh Labrador tea, cranberries, bog-rosemary,
sundew. The raised bog of Velniabliadis is the
habitat of viviparous lizards and common vipers.
Here one can see or hear the yellow wagtail, the
Eurasian curlew, the whitethroat.
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antpuoliams, BirStonas minimas kaip Lietuvos
didZiyjy kunigaik8&iy medZioklés dvaras, kur{
labai méges Vytautas Didysis, Kazimieras
Jogailaitis su sinumis bei kunigaikstiené Elena.
Pasibaigus Jogailai¢iy dinastijos valdymui
BirStonas lyderio pozicijas uzleido Prienams.
Tik XIX a. viduryje, pradéjus gydymui naudoti
mineralinius  vandenis, prasidéjo BirStono
atgimimas.

BirStono kurorto karimosi pradZia siejama
su 1846 m., kai Stakliskiy kurorto gydytojas
Benediktas Balinskis, susidoméjes Birstono
Saltiniais, atsiunté Cia ligone, kuriai nepadéjo
Stakliskiy gydomieji Saltiniai. BirStone ligoné
pasveiko. Po ilgy tyrinéjimy ir biurokratiniy
proceddry 1854 m. pabaigoje Rusijos vidaus

Birstonas

The chronicle of 18. BirStonas history has
been written since the Middle Ages. A chronicler
from Prussia, Wigand von Marburg, in*the
“Chronica nova Prutenica” mentions that in 1382,
marshal Kuno von Hattenstein when marching
to Lithuania divided the army..into.three parts
— to attack Punia, Alytus and Birstonas. At the
beginning of the 19th century, the researcher of
history, Teodoras Narbutas, in the archives of
Kénigsberg found around twenty notes by Teuton
scouts to Lithuania dated 1384-1402, where a
*homestead near salty water” is called Birsten,
Birstan; a well fortified wooden castle on a steep
slope of the Nemunas is also described.

reikaly ministras pasira$é leidima steigti Birstono
kurorta. Jau kitais metais buvo pastatyta pirmoji
gydykla, o XIX a. SeStajame deSimtmetyje
Birdtonas, kaip balneologinis kurortas, buvo jau
gerai Zinomas visoje Rusijos imperijoje. Prie$
pat Pirmaji pasaulinj karg gydyklose veiké 72
vonios, buvo pastatyti 3 vieSbuciai, turintys 200
numeriu,

Pirmojo pasaulinio karo metais BirStonas
smarkiai nukentéjo, like pastatai buvo iSparduo-
ti. Jaunai valstybei troko léSy kurortui atstatyti ir
tvarkyti. Vieninteliam Nepriklausomos Lietuvos
balneologiniam kurortui (Druskininkai buvo len-
ky okupuoti) grésé visiSkas sunykimas, taciau
juo susiripino Lietuvos Raudonasis kryzius,
kuris 1924 m. pasira$é sutartj su Sveikatos de-
partamentu ir jsipareigojo modernizuoti kurortg,
irengti dumblo vonias, vandentiek| ir kanalizacija,
jvesti elektros apSvietimg. Raudonojo kryziaus
valdyba visg pelng pasiZzadéjo skirti kurorto plé-
tojimui ir tobulinimui.

ReikSmingiausiu jvykiu kurortologijos istori-
joje tapo gydymo purvu BirStone pradzia. Pur-
vo gydykla, papuosta Raudonojo kryziaus em-
blema, pastatyta 1927 m. Raudonojo kryziaus
valdybos pastangomis buvo sutvarkytas-parkas;
irengtas fontanas, ant Vytauto kalno.-rezervuarai
gélam ir mineraliniam vandeniti. | visus kurorto
viesbucius jvestas vandentiekis, kanalizacija bei
elektra. Organizuotas. reguliarus susisiekimas
autobusais su Kaunu bei Alytumi.

BirStone buvo statomos ne tik sanatorijos
ir vilos, grazéjo, plétési ir pats miestelis. Su-
formuojama centriné miestelio aikste, kurioje
1939 m. atidengtas paminklas Nepriklausomy-
bés akto signatarui J.Basanaviciui. Patriarcho
atminimas jamzintas i$ kurortinés rinkliavos
[é3y.

Antrojo pasaulinio karo metu BirStonas
vegetavo, taciau iSvengé didesniy negandy —
nukentéjo tik Kurhauzas, kur gaisro liepsnose
7uvo dailininko Kazio Simonio tapyti pano.
Kurortas pradéjo funkcionuoti i$ karto po karo.
1945 m. ,Baltojoje viloje* gydési i§ Stuthofo
koncentracijos stovyklos grizes rasytojas Balys
Sruoga. Kaip tik ¢ia jis parasé memuarus ,Dievy
miskas. Sestajame desimtmetyje prasideda
naujy sanatorijy statyba — lankytojams duris
atveria sanatorijos ,Tulpé*, ,Spalis* ir ,Versmé®.

After the Battle of Grunwald, when Teuton
aftacks ceased, Birstonas is mentioned as
a hunting estatefor.grand dukes, especially
favoured by Viytautas the Great, Casimir Jagiellon
and his sons, and Duchess Elena. When the rule
of the Jagiellan dynasty was-over, Birstonas
yielded up-the position of the leader to Prienai.
Only in the middle of the 19th century, when
mineral water started to.be used for treatment,
did the revival of Birstonas begin.

The start of the foundation of BirStonas resort
was in 1846, when a doctor from Stakliskés resort,
Benediktas Balinskis, got interested in the sources
of Birstonas and sent a patient over who could
not be treated by Stakliskés remedial sources.
The patient recovered in Birstonas. After long
research and bureaucratic procedures, in 1854,
the Minister of Interior of Russia signed a permit
to establish the resort of Birstonas. The next year
the first spa was built, and in the sixth decade of
the 19th century Birstonas was well known in the
entire Russian Empire as balneological resort.
Just before World War | there were 72 baths in
the spa and 3 hotels with 200 rooms.

During World War |, Birstonas was severely
damaged and the remaining buildings were sold
out. A young state lacked funds to restore and
maintain the resort. The only balneological resort
ofIndependent Lithuania (Druskininkai was oc-
cupied by Poland) faced the threat of decline but
the Red Cross in 1924 signed an agreement with
the Department of Health-and committed to mod-
emnise the resort, mount mud baths, water stupply
and sewers, and install electricity.-The.board of
the Red Cross undertook to allocate all profits for
the expanse and development of the resort,

The most significant event in the history
of resorts was the beginning of treatment with
mud in Birstonas. Mud spa was built-in 1927
and decorated by'the emblem of the Red Cross.
On the initiative of the board of the Red Cross;
the park was cleaned, a.fountain installed, and
reservoirs for fresh and mineral-water installed
on Vytautas hill. All the hotels of the resort were
equipped with water supply, sewers and electricity.
Regular bus commute with Kaunas and Alytus
were organised.

Not only spas and villas were built in Birstonas;
the town itself was expanding and getting more
beautiful. The central square of the town was
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BirStono piliakalnis

19. Birstono piliakalnis (Vytauto kalnas)
yra prie pat Nemuno, ties staigiu jo posikiu ryty,
link. Birtono piliakalnis yra vienas aukS¢iausiy ir
Zinomiausiy, Lietuvoje. Jo $Slaitai statds, aikstelé
ovali, apie 70 m ilgio, 35 m plogio. Siaurés
vakariné jos dalis suardyta. Piliakalnio papédéje
yra senovés gyvenvietés liekany. Rasta
grublétosios ir Ziestosios keramikos.

Ant daugiau nei 30 m auks¢io staciaslai¢io
piliakalnio, turéjusio apie 2500 m? aikStele ir apie
80 m? terasg, XIV a. pabaigoje jau stiksojo tvir-
ta, sunkiai paimama mediné BirStono pilis, vie-
naamzé su pirmaja Punios pilimi. Jg supo gilios,
Saltiniuotos raguvos, klampi Saltiniuota pelké,
pylimas ir itvirtintas papilys. Netoli pilies buvo
didZiojo kunigaikS¢io dvaras. Vytauto Didziojo
laikais BirStonas buvo strategiSkai svarbi vieta.
Mediné pilis ne karta buvo pulta kryZiuoCiy. Pily-
je lankydavosi kunigaiksciai ir kiti didikai, atvyk-
dave | medZiokles, kartais pilis buvo prieglobstis
nuo kary ir neramumy besislapstantiems. Pilis
netekusi gynybinés reikSmés ir nunykusi iki XVIl a.

formed and in 1939 the monument to the signatory
of the Independence Act, J. Basanavicius, was
unveiled. The remembrance of the patriarch was
eternalized from funds of the resort levy.

During World War.Il, Birstonas vegetated,
yet avoided greater damage.-Only the-Kurhauz
sustained loss as the fire-destroyed the building
together with the panels painted by Kazys Simonis.
The resort became functional again right after the
war was over. The writer, Balys-Sruoga, having
returned from the Stutthof concentration camp
was treated in the White Villa. Here he wrote his
memoirs ‘Dievy miskas” (Forest of the Gods). In
the 50's, construction of new sanatoriums started:
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“Tulpé”, “Spalis”, and “Versme” were opened.
Birstonas Hill fort

19. The Birstonas hill fort (Vytautas hill)
is on the bank of the Nemunas at its tight bend
eastwards. The Birstonas hill fort is one of the
highest and best known in Lithuania. Its slopes
are steep; the field is oval, 70 m long and 35 m
wide. The north-western part of it is disrupted.
At the foot of the hill fort are the remains of an
ancient settlement. Rough and thrown ceramics
were found.

On a 30m high steep-sloped hill fort with a
2500 m? field and a 80 m? terrace, at the end of
the 16th century stood a strong and hard to seize
wooden castle of BirStonas, which-was of the
same age as the Punia-castle.t was surrounded
by deep hollows with many"sources, a marsh,
a mound and reinforced ‘approaches. Close to
the castle was the estate of the Grand.Duke. At
the time of Viytautas the Great, Birstonas was a
strategically significant place. The wooden castle
was attacked many times by.the Teutonic Order.
The castle was often visited by dukes and other
noblemen, who arrived to hunt; in other cases the
castle was a shelter from war and turmoil. The
castle lost its defensive function and withered by
the 17th century.

The Vytautas hill became especially famous
during the interwar period, when it was mentioned
in the resonant case of the prelate Konstantinas
Olsauskas (1867-1933). The personage of the
Catholic community graduated from St Petersburg
Spiritual Academy, founded the society of
‘Juozapieciai”, and was one of the founders of the

Konstantinas
OlSauskas
(1867-1933)

Vlytauto kalnovardas itin iSgarséjo tarpukariu,
kai buvo minimas rezonansingje prelato
Konstantino OlSausko-(1867-1933) byloje:
Kataliky, visuomenés veikéjas baigé Peterburgo
dvasine akademijg, jkaré Juozapieciy draugija,
buvo vienas i§ Kazimiero ir ,Saulés” draugijy
steigejy, 1914-1916- m. rdpinosi nuo karo
nukentéjusiy zmoniy Salpa.

Iki Siol vieni laiko prelatg K. OlSauskg
nusikaltéliu, nuZudziusiu buvusiq mylimajg
Stase Ustijanauskiene, kiti - politiniy intrigy
auka. 27 mety Konstantinas ir 22 mety Stasé
susipazino 1894 m. Palangoje. Netrukus Stasé
Danilevi¢iaté tapo kunigo brolio ir sesers
mokytoja. Tarp mokytojos ir kunigo uzsimezge
meilés romanas, kuris greitai tapo visiems
pastebimas. Laikra$Ciuose teigiama, kad
tuomet, kai mergina tapo néscia, K. OlSauskas
buvo iSkeltas | Rozalima, o 1904 m. - | Kauno
karmelity baznycig. Stasé, paraginta kunigo,
iStekéjo uz Ustijanausko, taCiau neilgai su juo
gyveno, stny ir dukrg iSlaiké pati, gaudama
pinigy i$ prelato. Teigiama, kad ji vis sukiojosi
tose vietose, kur bidavo kunigas. Maza to, jos
rankose buvo jo meilés laiSkai, kuriais ji galéjo

“Kazimieras” and “Saulé” societies, from 1914 to
1916 he organised a charity for war victims.

Even now some. believe that the prelate
Olsauskas was a criminal. who murdered his ex-
lover, Stase Ustijanauskiene; and others maintain
he was avictim-of political intrigue: The 27 year-
old Konstantinas and 22 year-old Stasé met-in
1894, in Palanga. Soon, Stasé Danileviciate
became the teacher of the priest's brother and
sister. The teacher and the priest started a
love affair, which soon became noticeable to
others. The newspapers state that when the
girl got pregnant OlSauskas was transferred to
Rozalimas and in 1904 — to Kaunas Carmelite
Church. Statse, encouraged by the priest, married
Ustijanauskas; however, did not stay in the
marriage. She supported her son and daughter
by receiving money from the prelate. It is said that
she was often seen in places where the priest
was. Moreover, she had love letters, by which
she could blackmail OlSauskas. I is maintained
that he offered 20 000 Litas for Ustijanauskiené
to let him be, but the woman demanded more.
They did not agree on the amount, though their
relationship continued: the couple was seen in
Birstonas in summers.

Even today it is argued whether Olsauskas
and Ustijanauskiené, being of venerable age,
were actually climbing the Viytautas hill on that
chilly and rainy evening of the 13th September,
1928. A few days later, a local person.found-the
body of a woman strangled by a:hammock rope
on this hill. It was Ustijanauskiené. The suspicion
fell on the prelate, who was persecuted by the
woman.

The prelate was arrested, judged and found
guilty; however, a gentle punishment. was
imposed — a few years in prison. The court was
held behind closed doors and there were many
speculations aboutit in the press. Later on,
several books on the prelates life and.crime were
published, but the “facts” presented in the books
contradict one another. Moreover,-it-was stated
that Ustijanauskiené was murdered by the Polish
intelligence (she worked for the Polish intelligence
but was too gossipy). The prelate did not confess
fo guilt.

After his release from prison, OlSauskas
withdrew from an active life. He returned to his
farm in LaukZemeé, Telsiai diocese and, as the
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Santazuoti K. OlSauska. Buvo rasoma, kad jis
sitilé S. Ustijanauskienei 20 000 lity, kad ji palikty
ji ramybéje, taciau senstanti moteris reikalavo
daugiau. Taip jiedu ir nesutaré dél sumos,
nors rySiai tarp jy isliko - Sig porg vasarotojai
matydavo Birstone.

Dar ir Siandien gincijamasi, ar isties K.-Ol-
Sauskas ir S. Ustijanauskiené, jau garbaus am-
Ziaus zmonés, lietingg ir vésy 1928 m. rugséjo
13-osios vakarg BirStone kopé | Vytauto kalna.
Po keliy pary ant $io kalno vietos gyventojas
aptiko hamako virve pasmaugtos moters lavo-
na. Tai buvo S. Ustijanauskiené. |tarimai iSkart
krito ant prelato, kuriam seniai buvo jkyréjusi Si
moteris.

Prelatas buvo suimtas, teistas ir pripa-
zintas kaltu, taCiau jam buvo paskirta Svelni
bausmé - keleri metai kaléjimo. Teismas vyko
uz uzdary dury, tad spaudoje buvo jvairiy spé-
lioniy dél jo eigos. Veéliau pasirodé ne viena
knygelé apie prelato gyvenimg ir nusikalti-
ma, tadiau tose knygelése pateikiami ,faktai
prieStarauja vieni kitiems. Maza to, pradéta
tvirtinti, kad S. Ustijanauskiene nuzudé lenky,
zvalgyba“(moteris dirbo lenky, zvalgyboje, ta-
¢iau buvo pernelyg plepi)--Prelatas savo. kal-
tés nepripazina.

ISejes iS kaléjimo,-K. OlSauskas pasitrauké
i8 aktyvaus gyvenimo - griZo | savo tikj Laukze-
méje, TelSiy vyskupijoje ir, kaip raSoma to meto
spaudoje, nusamdé vokieciy detektyvus, kad Sie
surasty tikraji S. Ustijanauskienés zudika. Netru=
kus po to uzsiliepsnojo K. OlSausko namas, i$
kurio liepsny, jis iSsigelbéjo vienmarskinis. Kas
padegé namg, taip ir liko neiSaiskinta. 1933 m.
birzelio 18 d. K. OlSauskas arkliy kinkiniu su
brikele iSvaziavo | Palanga, devintiniy atlaidus.
Griztantjji namo pakirto vietos kaimo senitino
kulka.

Po kunigo nuzudymo vél prabilta apie len-
ky Snipy organizacijq, kurig iSgasdino vokie¢iy
detektyvai, ieSkoje S. Ustijanauskienés zudiko.
,Saulés* draugijos nariai, kurie atkakliai gyné
K. OlSauska nuo kaltinimo Zzmogzudyste, jtare,
kad kunigo zudikas priklausé lenky zvalgybai
(jis buvo Birstone tuomet, kai buvo nuzudyta
S. Ustijanauskiené). K. Ol$auskas buvo palai-
dotas savo gimtosios Plungés parapijos kapi-
nése.

papers of the time tell, hired German detectives
to find the real murderer of Ustijanauskiene.
Soon, Olauskas™house caught fire and he
escaped just in his shirt. Who set‘the house
on fire was . not ascertained. On 18 June, 1933,
Olsauskas went to the Corpus-Christi-feast in
Palanga. As he was retumning home, he was-hit
by a bullet from a local village elder.

After the murder of the priest, people started
talking about the Polish intelligence again, which
was scared by German detectives looking for
the murderer of Ustijanauskiené. The members
of the “Saulé” society, who actively defended
Olsauskas, suspected that the murderer of the
priest belonged to the Polish intelligence (he was
in BirStonas when Ustijanauskiené was mur-
dered). Olsauskas was buried in the cemetery of
his native parish of Plungé.

Vytautas Park

Vytautas Park covers Viytautas hill, surround-
ing slopes of the valley, and a part of the bottom
terrace. The scenic park was established in the
middle of the 19th century as a resort park with
mineral sources. It was redesigned in 1928-35.
Parkways of birches were planted as well as
larches and eastern white pines.

The bust of Balys Sruoga (1896-1947),
the renowned Lithuanian writer, stands in the
park. On 16 October, 1997, ~commemorat-
ing the 50th death anniversary of the writer,
the bust, carved of grey stone by: the sculptor
G. Plechavicius, was.unveiled in-a-semicircle of
12 lindens. In July 1945, having returned from
the Stutthof concentration camp, Sruoga settled
down in Birstonas, in the White Villa, which was
demolished in 1982. In Birstonas, Sruoga not
only was freated, but also wrote poems for:the
poem collection. “Giesmés. Viesnelei Zydragjai”
(Songs for the Blue Guest) and the book of mem-
oirs from Stutthof death camp.— "Dievy miskas”
(Forest of the Gods).

In 1998, Vytautas Park was decorated by the
monument of the Grand Duke of Lithuania — 20.
Vytautas the Great monument, created by the
sculptor Gediminas Jokabonis. The sculptor em-
bodied the idea of many residents of BirStonas — to
“bring back” Vitautas the Great on his horse to the
place of his hunts. Vytautas the Great is depicted

Vytauto parkas

Vytauto parkas apima Vytauto kalng,
aplinkinius slénio $laitus ir dalj apatinés terasos.
Parkas - peizazinis, jkurtas XIX a. viduryje kaip
kurorto parkas.su mineralinémis.versmemis. Jis
buvo pertvarkytas1928-35 m. Pasodintos berzy
aléjos, maumedziai, veimutinés pusys.

Balﬁ Sruoga
(1896-1947)

as if grown together with the horse, thus emphasiz-
ing his belligerence and desire for marches. The
granite for the sculpture was brought from the land
that belonged to Lithuania in the times of Vytautas
— Ukraine. The place for the 30 ton sculpture was
selected by the author himself. Most appropriate
appeared to be Viytautas Park between Vitautas
The Great hill and the Nemunas bank.

St Anthony of Padua’s Church

21. The brick church of BirStonas was
designed by the architect, Vaclovas Michnevicius,
in 1900. The conerstone of the church was set in
1903. The work was directed by the dean of the
Birstonas parish, Jonas Karvelis;.and supervised
by the architect, Edmundas Emiljanas Frykas. In
1909, the church was consecrated under the title
of St Anthony of Padua.

The church is Neo-Gothic-with a tall tower.
The interior is of three naves and-is.arched. The
floor is mosaic, made of stone plates. On the
High Altar there is the.picture of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary of the Gate of Dawn (author Stanislovas
Gobiata). The picture “Sv. Juozapas st Kudikéliu”
(St. Joseph and Baby Jesus) on the left side al-
tar is assumed to be from the former BirStonas
church built in the 18th century.

The windows of the church are decorated by
impressive stained glass. The then priest, Mykolas
Marijonas  PetkeviCius (1984-1986), having
called in a famous stained glass master, Vytautas
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Vytauto parke stovi Zinomo Lietuvos ra-
Sytojo Balio Sruogos (1896-1947) biustas.
1997 m. spalio 16-aja, minint 50-gsias rasytojo
mirties metines, dvylikos liepy pusratyje iskilo
skulptoriaus G. Plechavitiaus sukurtas pilko
akmens B. Sruogos biustas. 1945-yjy_liepa
B. Sruoga, grizes i$ Stuthofo koncentracijos sto-
vyklos, apsigyveno BirStone, ,Baltojoje viloje®,
kuri 1982 m. buvo nugriauta. B. Sruoga BirSto-
ne ne tik gydeési, bet ir karé eiléradcius poezijos
rinkiniui ,Giesmés VieSnelei Zydrajai“, parasé
atsiminimy_knyga apie Stuthofo mirties stovykla
- ,Dievy miskas".

Nuo 1998 m. Vytauto parkg puoSia
skulptoriaus  Gedimino  Jokabonio  sukurtas
DidZiojo Lietuvos kunigaik$¢io 20. Vytauto
paminklas. Skulptorius gyvendino daugelio
birStonieciy mintis — ,grazinti* Viytautg Didyjj su
Zirgu | jo medzioklés vietas. Vytautas Didysis
pavaizduotas tarsi suauges su Zzirgu, tokiu
badu pabréziant jo karinguma, ir Zygiy, troSkima.
Skulptdrai granitas buvo atveztas i§ Vytauto
Didziojo laiky Lietuvos zemiy - Ukrainos.
TrisdeSimt tony sveriangios skulptlros vieta
parinko-pats autorius, kuriam tinkamiausia
pasirodé Vytauto vardu..pavadintas parkas,
esantis tarp Vytauto kalno ir Nemuno krantinés.

Sv. Antano Paduviegio baznyéia

21. Mdrine Bir§tono bazny¢ig 1900 m. supro-
jektavo architektas Vaclovas Michnevi€ius. Kerti-
nis baznycios akmuo padétas 1903 m. Darbams
vadovavo BirStono parapijos klebonas Jonas
Karvelis, o statybine priezilra vykdé architektas
Edmundas Emiljanas Frykas. 1909 m. baznycia
padventinta Sv. Antano Paduviegio titulu.

BirStono baznycia neogotiking, su aukstu
bok$tu. Vidus trijy navy, skliautuotas, grin-
dys i$ akmens ploksciy, mozaikinés. Bazny-
Cios centriniame altoriuje yra AuSros varty
Své. Mergelés Marijos paveikslas (autorius
Stanislovas Gobiata), kairés pusés Soniniame
altoriuje esantis paveikslas ,Sv. Juozapas su
Kadikéliu“ kaip manoma yra i§ XVIIl a. statytos
BirStono baznycios.

Baznycios langus puoSia jspudingi vitrazai.
Tuometinis  kunigas  Mykolas  Marijonas
PetkeviCius 1984-1986 m., pasitelkes zymy
Lietuvos vitraZista Vytautg Svarlj ir dailininka
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Svarlys and artist Andrius Giedrimas, eternalised
the 600th anniversary of the Baptism of Lithuania
(1387) and the 500th.anniversary of the death.of
St Casimir, patron of Lithuania (1484).

Around 1908, the well known master of the
time, Jonas Garalevicius from-Kaunas, built the
organ. The author of the-organ prospectus was
Adomas Karalius (1908)..In 1999, the organ was
restored by the organ master, Laimonas Pikutis,
from Vilnius.

The church holds the feasts of St Anthony of
Padua, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, the Blessed
Virgin Mary Mother of Mercy as well as the
concerts of sacral music.

The Buvettes

In the territory of the old resort there were
nine natural sources, all on the right bank of the
Nemunas. The group of six sources was known
as the “Old Springs”, the “Biruté” source was over
the floodplain of the Nemunas, and “Vytautas”
and “Aldona” were in the floodplain (the floodplain
is the area inundated by floods and high waters).
As the dam of the Kaunas Hydroelectric plant
was built in 1959, the sources “Vitautas” and
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Andriy Giedrima, jamzino Lietuvos krikSto
600 mety (1387 m.) ir Sv. Kazimiero, Lietuvos
Globéjo, 500 mirties (1484 m.), sukaktis.

Apie 1908 m. gerai Zinomas to meto meistras
i$ Kauno Jonas GaraleviCius-pastaté vargonus.
Vargony, prospekto autorius Adomas Karalius
(1908 “m.). 1999 m.-vargonus restauravo
vargony meistras Laimonas Pikutis i§-Vilniaus.

Baznygioje $vendiami Sv. Antano Padu-
viedio; Své. Mergelés Marijos Skaplierinés,
8v&. Mergelés Marijos Gailestingumo Motinos
atlaidai, vyksta sakralinés muzikos koncertai.

Biuvetés

Senojo kurorto teritorijoje natdraliy Saltiniy
buvo devyni — visi deSiniajame Nemuno krante.
Sesiy Saltiniy grupé, zinoma ,Senujy $altiniy*
pavadinimu, ir ,Birutés* Saltinis buvo ll-oje
virSsalpinéje Nemuno terasoje, o ,Vytautas® ir
,Aldona“ — salpoje (Salpa — upés slénio dalis,
apsemiama per potvynius ir poplidzius).
1959 m. pastaCius Kauno hidroelektrinés
uztvanka, ,Vytauto® ir ,Aldonos* altiniai buvo
uzlieti, o kiti, neteke praktinés reikSmés,
likviduoti 1961 m. Nuo 1959 m. kurortui
teikiamas vien greZiniy vanduo.

Pastadius Kauno HE, vanduo Nemune
pakilo apie 3,5 m ir apsémé nataraliai iSsiliejantj

“Aldona” were submerged and the other sources
having lost practical value were liquidated in
1961. Since 1959, the resort has been supplied
only by bore water.

After the Kaunas Hydroelectric plant was
built; the water in the Nemunas rose by 3.5
m and flooded the legendary natural source
“Vytautas’, which was marked with a sculpture
of a whale - the symbol of the town. In 1960,
hydrogeologists found water that was similar to
the historical “Viytautas” source by-its-chemical
composition and thus called.it“Vytautas” (No.
17106). The ones that wish to taste the water
of the historical source can visit 22.-the Yellow
Buvette, which belongs to -the sanatorium
“Tulpés”.

Inthe buvette of 23. “Versmé” sanatorium,
one can try non-carbonised mineral- water
“Vytautas”, which is extracted from -another
bore and chemically.is a little different from the
Yellow buvette water, The water of the buvette
of “Versmé” sanatorium. is the.one_bottled in
the oldest traditional mineral water  bottling
company “Birstono mineraliniai vandenys” ir Ko
(Birstonas Mineral Waters and Co).

Sanatoriums

24, “Tulpés” sanatorium was the first
one to start activity in BirStonas and has old
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legendinj ,Vytauto* Saltinj, pazymétg kurorto
simboliu tapusia skulptdra ,Banginj*. 1960 m.
hidrogeologai zemés gelmése aptiko vandeni,
kuris savo ~chemine sudétimi- labai. artimas
istoriniam ,Vytauto* Saltiniui, todél-taip pat-buvo
pavadintas ,Vytautas® (Nr..17106). Norintiems
pajusti istorinio Saltinio” skonj, tereikia-uzeiti |
22. Geltonaja biuvete, priklausanéia. , Tulpés*
sanatorijai.

23. Sanatorijos ,,Versmé* biuvetéje galima
paragauti nekarbonizuoto mineralinio vandens
SVytautas®, kuris iSgaunamas i$ kito grezinio
ir savo chemine sudétimi Siek tiek skiriasi nuo
Geltonosios  biuvetés vandens. Sanatorijos
.versmé* biuvetés vanduo yra kaip tik tas,
kuris pilstomas | butelius seniausias mineralinio
vandens pilstymo tradicijas puoseléjancioje
gamykloje Lietuvoje ,BirStono mineraliniai
vandenys* ir Ko.

Sanatorijos

24. ,Tulpés“ sanatorija — pirmoji BirStone
pradéjusi veikla, turinti ilgametes gydymo
mineraliniu  vandeniu ir gydomuoju purvu
tradicijas. ,Tulpés® sanatorija gydymui naudoja
mineralin vandenj ,Vytautas® ir ,Vaidiluté®.
Pastarojo sudétyje yra didelis bromo kiekis.
Pasaulyje ypa¢ vertinami kurortai, kuriy
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traditions of treatment with mineral water and
remedial mud. The “Tulpés” sanatorium uses
“Vytautas” and “Vaidiluté” mineral water for
treatment. The latter contains a large quantity
of bromine. Resorts having mineral waters with
bromine are especially valued all around the
world. The baths of *Vaidiluté” mineral water
induce a physiological mechanism of healing.
They are especially efficient in_treating some
circulatory, respiratory, digestive, nervous; and
Jjoint diseases.

Residential blocks. and the spa of “Tulpés”
sanatorium are /located on .the bank of the
Nemunas, in the very centre of Birstonas Park.
The sanatorium can accommodate up to 140
customers at a time. In 2007 a new spa was
opened next to the old one on the Nemunas
bank. Various procedures are. available® for
up to 130 customers at a time. Here one will
find saunas, a pool, mineral water baths, and
massage rooms.

25. Sanatorium “Versmé” was established
in 1975. It is a specialised institution of
recreation and treatment, which offers the
services of rehabilitation and spa treatment.
The sanatorium provides treatment for patients
with endocrine, nervous, movement-support
apparatus, respiratory, digestive, renal, and
ionic radiation exposure diseases.
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mineraliniuose vandenyse randama bromo.
,Vaidilutés" mineralinio vandens vonios skatina
fiziologinius sveikimo mechanizmus. Jos ypac
veiksmingos.. gydant kai kurias .kraujotakos,
kvépavimo, virskinimo, nervy,-sgnariy ligas.

,Tulpés” sanatorijos "gyvenamieji korpusai
ir-gydykla, jsikire-ant. Nemuno-upés- kranto,
paCiame BirStono kurorto parko  centre.
Sanatorija vienu'metu gali priimti iki 140 klienty.
2007 m. greta senyjy gydykly atidarytos naujos
vandens gydyklos ant Nemuno kranto. |vairiomis
proceddromis vienu metu gali mégautis iki 130
zmoniy. Cia veikia pirtys, baseinas, mineralinio
vandens vonios, masazo kambariai.

25. Sanatorija ,,Versmé*“ jkurta 1975 m. Tai
specializuota gydymo ir poilsio [staiga, sidlanti
reabilitacijos ir sanatorinio gydymo paslaugas.
Sanatorijoje  teikiamos gydymo paslaugos
sergantiems endokrininémis, nervy, judamojo-
atramos aparato pazeidimy, kvépavimo,
virSkinimo ~ sistemos, inksty, jonizuojancios
spinduliuotés poveikio ligomis.

Nuo seno sanatorijoje gydymo proceddroms
naudojamas 20-22 g/l mineralizacijos mineralinis
vanduo bei natliralus gydomasis purvas.
Sergantiems  virSkinimo  sistemos  ligomis
naudojamas 6,5-8 g/l mineralizacijos mineralinis
vanduo ,Vytautas®. Sanatorijoje ,Versmé® veikia
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In the sanatorium, mineral water of 20-22 g/l
mineralization and natural remedial mud are
used for treatment procedures. Patients with
digestive diseases use 6.5-8 g/l mineralization
water “Vytautas’. The sanatorium “Versmé” has
the only salt room in Birstonas and offers self-
service procedures of remedial mud and clay.

Nemunas Loops Regional Park Visitors’
Centre

26. The exposition .of the Nemunas:Loops
Regional Park Visitors’.Centre introduces the
landscape, history and" natural values.of the
Great Nemunas Loops. Visiting the expasition
is free.

Birstonas Museum

27. The Birstonas.Museum was established
in 1967. The basis of the exposition.is-the exhibits
collected by regional studies scientists of the
Birstonas secondary school. Historical facts of
resort development are presented and various
instruments used for treatment are exhibited. The
most interesting is the fragment of a wooden pipe,
through which mineral water flew from the source
to the spas in the 19th century as well as a copper
mineral water bath. Visiting the exposition is free.

\
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vienintelis BirStone drusky kambarys, sidloma
unikali gydomojo purvo ir molio savitarnos
procedra.

Nemuno kilpy regioninio parko lankytojy
centras

26. Nemuno kilpy regioninio parko lankytojy
centre esanti ekspozicija supazindina su
DidZiyjy Nemuno kilpy, krastovaizdziu, istorija
ir gamtos vertybémis. Ekspozicijos lankymas
nemokamas.

Birstono muziejus

27. BirStono muziejus jkurtas 1967 m.
Ekspozicijos pagrindg sudaro BirStono vidurinés
mokyklos kraStotyrininky, surinkti eksponatai,
pasakojantys apie kurorto praeitj, pateikiami
kurorto raidos istoriniai faktai, eksponuojami ir
gydymui naudoti jvairls prietaisai. [domiausias
ju yra medinio vamzdzio, kuriuo XIX a. antroje
puséje i$ Saltiniy | gydyklas tekéjo mineralinis
vanduo, fragmentas bei variné mineralinio
vandens ~-vonia.  Ekspozicijos ~lankymas
nemokamas.

BirStono sakralinis muziejus

28. Senojoje BirStono klebonijoje 2000
krik§Cionybés - jubiliejiniais . metais sikdires
BirStono sakralinis muziejus pristatolankytojams
krikSCioniSkosios  kultdros  vertybes, kuriy,
amzius siekia apie 400 mety.

Muziejuje eksponuojami vertingi religinio
meno kdriniai (tapyba, skulptdra, tekstile,
liturginiai indai, liaudies menas) bei pristatomos
dvimemorialinés ekspozicijos, skirtos kardinolui
Vincentui Sladkevi€iui ir arkivyskupui kankiniui
Teofiliui Matulioniui. Ekspozicijos lankymas
nemokamas.

Teofilius Matulionis (1873-1962) baigé
Peterburgo kunigy seminarijg, véliau buvo pa-
skirtas Své. Jézaus Sirdies parapijos klebonu,
kur pastaté naujg baznycia. ISkilus nesklandu-
mams su bolSeviky valdzia, T. Matulionis buvo
kalintas, véliau iStremtas | Sibirg. Tarpukariu,
sugrizes | Lietuva, tapo Kaisiadoriy vyskupi-
jos vyskupu. Sovietme€iu vél buvo iStremtas |
Sibirg ir 1956 m., grizes | Lietuva, apsigyveno

V- P 4 4 4 D 4 4 4

BirStone. 1957 m. vyskupas T. Matulionis Birs-
tono senojoje klebonijoje slapta savo jpédiniu
konsekravo kuniga “Vincentg SladkeviGiy. Dél
nepaklusnumo_ soviety valdzios.-nurodymams

§

f_.

i
Teoi%lius
Matulionis
(1873-1962)

Birstonas Sacral Museum

28. The Birstonas Sacral Museum established
inthe old parsonage of Birstonas, in the year 2000,
a designated jubilee year, presents the valuables
of Christian culture dating back 400 years.

The museum exhibits - valuable -works. of
religious art (painting,-Sculpture;-textile, liturgical
vessels, folk art) and«two', commemorative
expositions dedicated.to the cardinal.Vincentas
Sladkevicius and martyr archbishopTeofilius
Matulionis. Visiting the exposition is free.

Teofilius Matulionis (1873-1962) graduated
from St Petersburg Theological Seminary and
was appointed as'a bishop of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus parish, where he built a new church:
Having had some problems with the Russian
government, Matulionis- .was...imprisoned- and
banished to Siberia. Having returned-to-Lithuania
during the interwar period, he became the bishop
of Kaisiadorys diocese. During the Soviet period
he was once again banished to Siberia and
having returned to Lithuania in 1956, seftled
down in Birstonas. In 1957 the bishop Matulionis
consecrated the priest, Vincentas Sladkevicius, as
his successor in the old parsonage of Birstonas.
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T. Matulionis buvo i$siystas j*Seduva, kur buvo
nuolat sekamas. Paskutiniosios kratos'metu jam
buvo suleisti nenustatytos kilmés-vaistai.-.Po
keliy dieny T. Matulionis miré ir buvo palaidotas
KaiSiadoriy katedros kriptoje.

Tris kartus kalintas arkivyskupas kaléjimuose
i$ viso praleido SeSiolika-mety. 1962 m. popie-
Zius Jonas XXIII suteiké jam arkivyskupo titulg.
1990 m. KaiSiadoriy vyskupijoje pradéta arkivys-
kupo T. Matulionio beatifikacijos byla (beatifika-
cija - paskelbimas Sventuoju), siekiant pripazinti
arkivyskupg palaimintuoju. 2008 m. Vyskupijos
lygmeniu beatifikacijos byla uZzbaigta, belieka
laukti, kad 2012 m., paZzymint 50-gsias arkivys-
kupo T. Matulionio mirties metines, Baznycia
vieSai paskelbs jj palaimintuoju.

1959 m., praéjus dvejiems metams po Vin-
cento Sladkevi¢iaus (1920-2000) (Sventini-
mo | vyskupus, KGB pastangomis vyskupas
V. Sladkevicius iStremtas | Nemunélio Radviliskj,
véliau | PabirZe, Birzy rajone, kur praleido be-
veik dvideSimt trejus metus. 1972 m. vyskupas
V. Sladkeviius palaimino ,Lietuvos Kataliky
Baznycios Kronikos* leidima, kartu su kitu trem-
tyje esanciu vyskupu Julijonu Steponavi¢iumi ra-

Due. to disobeying the Soviet government
instructions, Matulionis was transferred to Seduva,
where he was constantly spied on. During the last
search he was injected with unknown medication.
Several days later Matulionis passed away and
was buried in the crypt of Kaisiadorys Cathedral.

The archbishop. was  imprisoned three
times and spent a'total of 16 years in prison. In
1962, Pope John XXl granted him the tifle of
archbishop. In 1990 in the. Kaisiadorys-diocese
began the case of beatification (recognition as
the Blessed) of Matulionis. In 2008 the case
was completed on the diocese level and in
2012, commemorating the50th anniversary of
archbishop’s death, it's expected that the Church
will declare him as the Blessed.

In 1959, two - years after Vincentas
Sladkevicius (1920-2000) - was _consecrated
as a bishop, on the initiative of the KGB, the
bishop Sladkevicius was banished to Nemunélio
Raaviliskis, later on to PabirZé in the region
of BirZai, where he spent almost twenty three
years. In 1972, the bishop Sladkevicius gave
his blessing to the edition of “Lietuvos Kataliky
BaZnycios Kronika” (Chronicle of Lithuanian

Vincentas - .
Sladkevicius
(1920-2000)

pinosi pogrindzio kunigy seminarijos veikla, at-
karrinéjo vienuolijas, vedé rekolekcijas. 1982 m.
vyskupas sugrjzo i Kaisiadoriy_vyskupijg kaip
teisétas jos ganytojas.

1988 m. pavasar| V. Sladkevicius paskirtas
Lietuvos vyskupy konferencijos pirmininku. Tais
paciais metais popieZius Jonas Paulius || oficia-
liai V. Sladkevi&iy paskelbé.Sventosios Romos
kardinolu. 1989 m. V. Sladkevicius paskirtas
Kauno arkivyskupu metropolitu. Jis jkaré Kate-
chety mokykla, tapo Vytauto DidZiojo universi-
teto didZiuoju kancleriu, ripinosi, kad Kataliky,
teologijos fakultetas bty sutvarkytas pagal Va-
tikano reikalavimus. 1995 m. sulaukes 75 mety,
dél sunkios ligos kardinolas jteiké atsistatydini-
mo rasta nuncijui arkivyskupui J. M. Gracijai.
1998 m. Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidentas Val-
das Adamkus uz doros ir laisvos tautos dvasios
brandinima Lietuvoje V. Sladkeviciy apdovanojo
Viytauto DidZiojo I-ojo laipsnio ordinu, tais pa-
Ciais metais jam jteikta Santarvés premija.

2000 m. geguzés 28 d. Sventosios Romos
kardinolas V. Sladkevi¢ius miré Kaune, palai-
dotas Kauno arkikatedros bazilikos Své. Sakra-
mento koplycioje.

Catholic Church), together with another banished
priest, Julijonas Steponavicius, took care of an
underground  theological seminary, restored
monasteries, and held recollections. In"1982, the
bishop returned to the KaiSiadorys diocese as a
rightful pastor.

In the.-spring of 1988, Sladkevicius -was
assigned as the Chairman of Lithuanian Bishop
Conference. In that same year, Pope John Paul
Il declared Sladkevicius as the cardinal of Holy
Rome. In 1989, Sladkevicius was assigned
as the metropolitan archbishop of Kaunas. He
founded the School of Catechetics, became
the Chancellor of Viytautas Magnus University,
and supervised that the Faculty of Catholic
Theology was arranged according to the
requirements of the Vatican. In 1995, at the age
of 75, due to an illness the cardinal submitted
a letter of resignation to the nuncio archbishop
J. M. Gracia. In 1998, the President of the
Republic of Lithuania, Valdas Adamkus, awarded
the 1st Class Order of Vitautas the Great for
nurturing free spirit of the Lithuanian nation. In
the same year he was awarded the Premium of
Concord.

The cardinal of the Holy Rome, Vincentas
Sladkevicius, passed away on 28th May 2000 in
Kaunas and was buried in the Chapel of the Holy
Sacrament in Kaunas Cathedral Basilica.

% %k ok
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Praktiné informacija

Muziejai, lankytojy ir
turizmo informacijos centrai

Birstono turizmo informacijos
centras

Jaunimo g. 3, 59206 BirStonas
Tel. +370 319 65 740
www.visitbirstonas.lt;
info@visitbirstonas.It

Nemuno kilpy regioninio parko
lankytojy centras

Tylioji g. 1, 59206 Birstonas

Tel. +370 319 65613
www.nemunokilpos.It;
direkcija@nemunokilpos.t

I-IV 8.00-17.00, V 8.00-15.45
Piets 12.00-12.45

Punios girininkijos misko
muziejus

Panemunininky k:

Punios girininkija, Alytaus r.
Tel. +370 686 16 853

BirStono muziejus

Viytauto g. 9, 59211 BirStonas
Tel./faks. +370 319 65 605
www.birstonomuziejus.lt
muziejus@birstonas. It

11I-VI1 10.00-17.00

BirStono sakralinis muziejus
Birutés g. 10, 59217 BirStonas
Tel. +370 319 65 699
www.sakralinis.It;
muziejus@sakralinis. It

I1I-V1I 10.00-17.00

Useful information

Museums, tourism
information and visitors’
centres

BirStonas tourism information
centre

Jaunimo St. 3, LT-59206 BirStonas
Phone +370 319 65 740
www.visitbirstonas.lt;
info@uisitbirstonas.It

The Nemunas Loops Regional
Park Visitors’ Centre

Tylioji St. 1, LT-59206 Birstonas
Phone +370 319 65613
www.nemunokilpos.It;
direkcija@nemunokilpos.t

-1V 8.00-17.00, V 8.00-15.45
Lunch 12.00-12.45

Punia Forestry Museum
Panemunininky k.,

Punios girininkija, Alytaus .
Phone +370 686 16 853

BirStonas Museum

Vytauto St. 9, LT-59211 BirStonas
Phone/fax+370:319 65605
www.birstonomuziejus.t
muziejus@birstonas.|

1-VI1 10.00-17.00

Birstonas Sacral Museum

T Birutés St. 10, LT-59217 BirStonas

Phone +370 319 65699
www.sakralinis.It;
muziejus@sakralinis.It
1-vI1 10.00-17.00

Sanatorijos:

»Tulpés* sanatorija

B. Sruogos g. 4, 59541 Birtonas
Tel. +370 319 65 525
www.tulpe.It; santulpe@mail It
Purvo gydykla: Birutés g. 31,
59217 Birstonas

Tel. +370 319 65532

Vandens gydykla: Birutés g. 35,
59217 Birstonas

Tel.: +370 319 61 336,

+370 319 61 337

vgydykla@tulpe.lt

Sanatorija ,Versmé*
B.Sruogos g. 9, 59542 Birstonas
Tel.: + 370 319 65673,

+370 319 43 102

Gydyklos tel.; +370 319 65 683,
+370 319 55213
WWW.VEersme.com;
registraturaversme@gmail.com

SPA paslaugas-teikiancios
jmones:

Kompleksas ,,Karaliskoji reziden-
cija“

Pakalnés g. 3, 59206 BirStonas
Tel.: +370 319 62 030,

+370 615 11 422
www.karaliskojirezidencija.lt;
info@karaliskojirezidencija.lt

Vieshutis ,,Nemuno slénis* 4*
Verknés g. 8, 59107 BirStonas
Tel.: +370 319 56 493,

+370 699 64 028
www.nemunoslenis.It;
info@nemunoslenis.t

Sanatoriums:

Sanatorium “Tulpés”

B. Sruogos St. 4, LT-59541 BirStonas
Phone +370 319 65 525
www.tulpe.lt; santulpe@mailIt
Mud baths: Birutés St. 31,
LT-59217 BirStonas

Phone +370 319 65 532
Water spa: Birutés St. 35,
LT-59217 BirStonas

Phone +370 319 61 336,
+370 319 61 337
vgydykla@tulpe.It

Sanatorium “Versme”

B. Sruogos St. 9, LT-59542 Birstonas
Phone + 370 319 65 673,

+370 319 43102

Spa phone +370 319 65 683,

+370 319 55213
www.versme.com;
registraturaversme@gmail.com

Institutions providing SPA
services:

Complex “Karaliskoji rezidencija”
Pakalnés St. 3, LT-59206 BirStonas
Phone +370 319 62030,

+370 61511 422
www.karaliskojirezidencija.lt;
info@karaliskojirezidencija.lt

Hotel “Nemuno slénis” 4*
Verknés St. 8, LT-59107-BirStonas
Phone +370 319 56 493,

+370 699 64 028
www.nemunoslenis. It;
info@nemunoslenis. It
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Apgyvendinimo paslaugas

teikiancios klasifikuotos jmonés:

Viesbutis ,,Nemuno slénis* 4*
Verknés g. 8, 59107 BirStonas
Tel.: +370 319 56 493,

+370 699 64 028
www.nemunoslenis.|t,
info@nemunoslenis. It

Viesbutis ,,Sofijos rezidencija“ 3*
Jaunimo g. 6, 59206 BirStonas

Tel. +370 319 45200
www.sofijosrezidencija.lt;
info@sofijosrezidencija.It

Viesbutis ,,Sonata“ 3*
Algirdo g. 34, 59204 Birstonas
Tel.: +370 319 65 825,

+370 680 83 285
www.sonata.lt;
seklytele@sonatahotel.It

Svec€iy namai ,,Audenis“ 4*
Lelijy g. 3, 59207 Birstonas
Tel.;.#370 319.61 300,
+370 600 88 829
www.audenis.It;
info@audenis.t

V. Dubikovienés kaimo turizmo
sodyba ,,Punios aidas*

Saltinény k., Birstono sen.

Tel.: +370 319 69 026,

+370 686 70 328, +370 645 01 377
www.puniosaidas.lt;
puniosaidas@gmail.com

FSC

Classified institutions
providing accommodation:

Hotel “Nemuno slénis” 4*
Verknés St.8, LT-59107 BirStonas
Phone +370 31956 493,

+370 699 64 028

| www.nemunoslenis.lt,

info@nemunoslenis.lt

* Hotel “Sofijos rezidencija” 3*

Jaunimo St. 6, LT-59206 BirStonas
Phone +370 319 45 200
www.sofijosrezidencija.lt;
info@sofijosrezidencija.It

Hotel “Sonata” 3*

Algirdo St. 34, LT-59204 BirStonas
Phone +370 319 65 825,

+370 680 83 285

www.sonata.lt;
seklytele@sonatahotel. It

Guesthouse “Audenis” 4*
Lelijy St. 3, LT-59207 BirStonas
Phone +370 319 61 300,
+370 600 88 829
www.audenis.It;
info@audenis. It

V. Dubikoviené rural tourism
homestead. “Punios aidas”
Saltinény k:; Birstono-sen,

Phone +370 319 69 026,

+370 686 70 328, +370 645 01 377
www.puniosaidas.lt;
puniosaidas@gmail.com

FOREST
STEWARDSHIP
COUNCIL

Atstumai / Distances
Birstonas - Vilnius 90 km
BirStonas - Kaunas 40 km
Birstonas - Klaipéda 250 km
BirStonas - Palanga 270 km
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